JURIS DOCTOR (J.D.)

At William & Mary Law School, we believe that we prepare professionally
ready graduates better than any other program in the country. It all starts
with our philosophy of the citizen lawyer (https://law.wm.edu/about/
wmcitizenlawyer/). A degree from W&M Law provides the foundation for
our graduates to lead in their communities, motivated by the desire for
progress and by the knowledge that members of the legal profession
have a special responsibility that comes with their degrees.

The Law School awards credit hours in accordance with the William &
Mary Academic Credit Hour Policy (https://law.wm.edu/currentstudents/
credithourpolicy/). The Vice Dean and the Associate Dean for Research
and Faculty Development are responsible for monitoring compliance with
this policy.

Requirements for the Juris Doctor

Juris Doctor Total Required Hours

The minimum total credit requirement for the J.D. degree is 86 credit
hours (of which 65 credit hours must be for a W&M Law standard letter
grade). Additionally, the American Bar Association specifies that no more
than 20 percent of the required credit hours may be taken in any one
semester. At William & Mary Law School, this means students may not
take more than 17 credits in any one semester.

Length of Program

This is a full-time residential program of legal education. As such, the
American Bar Association specifies that it must be completed in no
fewer than 24 months and no more than 84 months from the date of
matriculation as a degree-seeking first-year law student.

Legal Practice Program

+ William and Mary Law School’s Legal Practice Program helps
students gain the writing, oral communication, and professional
skills they'll need to be great lawyers. The Legal Practice Program
is a required three-semester course of study. A second or third-
year student with particular skill in legal writing is assigned to each
section to teach the ins and outs of proper legal citation. Practicing
attorneys in a variety of fields will teach the Lawyering Skills course,
providing close guidance on how to interview a client, conduct a
negotiation, and other skills necessary to the successful practice of
law. Throughout the program, our students will gain the confidence
they need as they enter the job market. Beyond the Legal Practice
Program, students can continue to develop their writing and practice
skills through electives, clinics, and externships.

* In the first year of the program, students work in small Legal Writing
classes with a full-time faculty member who specializes in legal
writing. Students will develop an objective legal analysis and writing
skills in the fall semester and persuasive writing abilities in the spring
semester. Students will learn techniques for effective communication
through twice-weekly classes and in individual conferences designed
for effective, targeted feedback that will help make students not
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only a better writer but also a better editor of their own work. Law

librarians will provide separate sessions on finding legal authorities

and other aspects of legal research. Courses required in the first year:
+ LAW 101 Criminal Law

+ LAW 102 Civil Procedure

* LAW 107 Torts

* LAW 108 Property

+ LAW 109 Constitutional Law

* LAW 110 Contracts

+ LAW 130 Legal Research & Writing |
+ LAW 131 Lawyering Skills |

+ LAW 132 Legal Research & Writing Il
+ LAW 133 Lawyering Skills Il

+ In the second or third year, students will build on the skills developed
in the first year of the program by choosing an Advanced Writing and
Practice course in a particular field of practice: civil pretrial practice,
criminal pretrial practice, appellate advocacy, or transactional
practice. In this upper-level writing course, students will continue to
improve their professional writing skills by drafting more advanced
documents, learning strategies from a specialist in the field. Students
will receive not only careful feedback on their work but also advice on
professionalism and practice tips:

+ LAW 140A Adv Writing&Practice:Appellate or

+ LAW 140B Adv Writing & Practice: Civil or
+ LAW 140C Adv Writing&Practice:Criminal or
+ LAW 140D Adv Writing & Practice: Trans or

+ Any course designated as Law Writing Requirement (LWWR
attribute)
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Professional Ethics

In the second or third year* students must complete a course in
Professional Ethics:

+ LAW 115 Professional Responsibility or LAW 117 The Legal
Profession

+ *For students intending to apply for a Third Year Practice Certificate
for use in their summer prior to or during their third year, Evidence
and Professional Responsibility or The Legal Profession, plus four
semesters of legal study are required for eligibility to obtain a Third
Year Practice Certificate

Experiential Work

Experiential courses totaling (https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/
jd/requirements/experientialcourses/) at least six credit hours. Three

of these six credits are satisfied by the required Lawyering Skills I and Il
in the first year. Additional courses that satisfy the requirement include
simulation courses, clinics, and externships.

Required Writing Experiences
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* In the first year. Legal Research & Writing | and ||

+ In the second or third year: any LAW 140% Advanced Writing and
Practice or any courses designated as Law Writing Requirement
(LWWR)

Minimum Semester and Cumulative GPA Requirement

In order to graduate with a J.D. a student must maintain a semester and
cumulative grade point average of 2.3 at the conclusion of the third year
of legal study.

Advanced Legal Analysis and Doctrine

Students who have been identified, based on academic performance,

as likely to benefit from additional bar exam preparation studies will

be required to enroll in the Law School’s Advanced Legal Analysis and
Doctrine LAW 361 Adv Legal Analysis & Doctrine during their third-year
as a condition of graduation. The Dean'’s Office will be responsible for
identifying and contacting such students and granting exceptions to the
requirement, on a case-by-case basis for good cause.

Graduate Employment Survey Requirement

As a condition to being able to register for 3L spring classes and release
of a diploma, students are required to complete a Graduate Employment
Survey (GES) in Symplicity during the fall of the 3L year, and participate in
a Graduation Audit meeting with the Office of Career Services during the
spring of the 3L year.

The Office of Career Services will provide instructions and deadlines for
completion of the GES and Graduation Audit. If a student fails to timely
complete the GES as instructed, the Law School Registrar will place a
hold on the student account preventing spring registration. If a student
fails to timely complete the Graduation Audit as instructed, the Law
School Registrar will place a hold on the student account that will prevent
release of a diploma. These holds will be removed by the Law School
Registrar upon completion of these requirements.

Note

Curricular requirements are subject to change.
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Juris Doctor Concentrations (Optional)

Introduction

This policy provides overall requirements and guidance for students who
pursue a concentration as part of the J.D. program at the Law School.
Concentrations indicate focused coursework and experiential learning or
independent research in a particular area of study beyond the required
curriculum. Students who successfully complete the concentration will
receive a notation on their Law School transcripts.

Each concentration requires successful completion of (1) two or more
foundational courses, (2) three or more approved courses, and (3) an
independent research paper or an experiential course. The number of
courses required in (1) and (2) is specific to the individual concentration
being pursued; students must meet their concentration’s requirements as

noted below. Pursuit of a J.D. concentration does not require additional
credit hours above the minimum 86 required for the J.D. degree.

The JD Declaration of Concentration form (https://law.wm.edu/
academics/programs/jd/concentrations/concentration-form_updated-
as-0f-030420241.pdf) may be submitted directly to the Law School
Registrar (lawreg@wm.edu) for review during the student’s second year
of study by the deadlines posted. Requests for group C experiential
credit for journal notes or externships or independent projects must be
approved by the Vice Dean (Isvicedean@wm.edu) prior to being applied
to a concentration. Students must provide documentation of course
content or paper subject for review when the Concentration request
form is submitted. If requesting permission for a journal paper for a
group C requirement attach copy of the published note when submitting
the form. If requesting permission to use an externship or independent
project for a group C requirement students must submit copy of the
externship contract or course description and statement from the
externship supervisor or independent course faculty manager indicating
relevant work that must explicitly cover the applicable law-related topic.
Externship or journal or independent project authorization should be
forwarded when submitting request form to the Law School Registrar.

A student will be deemed to have satisfied the requirements for
completion of the concentration only upon approval of the JD Declaration
Form by the Assistant Dean for Academic Services. The form must

be submitted by February 1 for May graduates, by May 1 for August
graduates, and by September 1 for December graduates. The Assistant
Dean for Academic Services may provisionally approve completion if the
Form indicates that the concentration’s requirements will be completed
through pending coursework or a pending research paper.

Concentration Requirements

Each concentration requires successful completion of (1) two or
more foundational courses, (2) three or more approved courses,
and (3) an independent research paper or an experiential course.
The number of courses required in (1) and (2) is specific to the
individual concentration being pursued; students must meet their
concentration’s requirements as noted below.

+ Students pursuing a concentration register for courses in the same
manner as other students and do not receive priority registration
in a course. Accordingly, students are encouraged to consider in a
timely manner course selection and plans for fulfilling concentration
requirements and to prioritize concentration courses in their
registration process.

Students may pursue a maximum of two concentrations. Students
who pursue two concentrations must complete the requirements for
each independently and may not count a single course or experience
as satisfying two concentrations.

Students may use a single course to satisfy both the Law School’s
six-credit experiential learning requirement and the experiential
course option in Group C of a concentration.

Students may elect the third year student P/F grade conversion
option for a graded course that meets a concentration requirement.

Students are responsible for ensuring that they have met all
concentration requirements. Any questions or concerns in this regard,
or any identification of errors or ambiguities in the DegreeWorks
evaluation platform, should be brought to the Assistant Dean for
Academic Services as soon as possible.
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Concentration Options
+ Business Law
+ Criminal Law & Procedure Law
+ Environmental Law
* Intellectual Property Law
* International Law
+ National Security Law
+ Political Law
+ Public Interest and Social Justice Law

Business Law Concentration

Required Courses: at least 7

Students must complete courses in the following groups, as noted:

Business Law Group A

Complete all three of the following courses with course attribute BLWF:

Code Title

LAW 311 Federal Income Taxation

LAW 320 Business Associations
or LAW 303 Corporations |

LAW 697
or LAW 423

Securities Litigation
Securities Regulation

Business Law Group B

Complete at least three additional courses with course
attribute BLWS from the following list:

Code Title

LAW 331 Al, Cybersec, and Data Privacy
LAW 422 Accting & Finance for Lawyers
LAW 441 Admiralty Law

LAW 494 Adv Topics in Employment Law
LAW 660 Advanced Topics in T&E Sem
LAW 518 Anti-MoneyLau&Count FinTer Sem
LAW 411 Antitrust

LAW 363 Corp Restructuring Strateg Sem
LAW 602 Applied Data Privacy

LAW 757 Art Law

LAW 439 Bankruptcy in the Headlines
LAW 306 Bankruptcy Survey

LAW 388 Broker-Dealer & Exchange Reg
LAW 318 Business Torts

LAW 434 Commercial Law Survey

LAW 420 Commercial Real Estate Transac
LAW 461 Commercial Leasing

LAW 437 Corporate Finance

LAW 438 Corporate Taxation

LAW 350 Cryptocurrency Regulation

LAW 553 Current Topics Antitrust

LAW 454 Economic Analysis of the Law
LAW 337 Employee Benefits and ERISA
LAW 452 Employment Discrimination

Hours
3
34

Hours
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LAW 641
LAW 456
LAW 713
LAW 519
LAW 596
LAW 440
LAW 379
LAW 646
LAW 546
LAW 742
LAW 387
LAW 330
LAW 448
LAW 520
LAW 658
LAW 496
LAW 497
LAW 408
LAW 307
LAW 466
LAW 675
LAW 364
LAW 399
LAW 464
LAW 473
LAW 749

LAW 671
LAW 352

LAW 759

LAW 451
LAW 349
LAW 559
LAW 347
LAW 603
LAW 413
LAW 404
LAW 322
LAW 446
LAW 793
LAW 314
LAW 581
LAW 672
LAW 324

Juris Doctor (J.D.) 3

Employment Discrimination Law
Employment Law

Employment Law for 21st Centur
Enforce of Sec;Proc&Issues Sem
Env Diligence Comm Transact
Federal White Collar Crime
Financial Sanctions

Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
Government Contracts Seminar
Health Care Transactions
Human Resource Mgmt

Intl Bus & Transborder Crime
Intellectual Property

Investment Mgmt Regulation Sem
Int'l Comm Arbitration Sem

Intl Business Transactions
International Trade Law
Insurance Law

Insurance Law: Prop & Casualty
Law & Bus in the Metaverse Sem
Law & Entrepreneurship Seminar
Leveraged Finance Sem
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Medical Professional Liability

N

Mergers & Acquisitions
Non-Profit Law Practice 2-3

Non-Profit Organztn Externship (May not use if 1-4
using for group C)

Patent Infrng Investigat ITC 1
Priv Equity:Structure & Issues (May not reuse for 1
group C)

Priv/In Hse Counsel Extern (May not use if using  1-4
for group C)

Products Liability

Protecting Kids Online

Prt Tax Corp&Real Est Lawy Sem
Pub Pol for Science & Prof Sem
Regulatory Law & Public Policy
Remedies

Secured Transactions

State & Local Taxation

Sovereign Debt Seminar
Telecommunication Law & Policy
Title Insurance

Trade Secrets Seminar

US Foreign Investmen Screening
When Gender Goes to Work Sem
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Business Law Group C

Complete at least one of the following experiential learning courses with
course attribute BLAW or a two-credit independent research paper on a
business law-related topic (with prior approval):
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+ Business Law-Related Externship (2 or more credits with prior
approval) (If LAW 759 Priv/In House Counsel Externship is approved,
may not reuse in group B

« LAW 704 Ind Legal Research on business law-related topic (2-credits
with prior approval)( Note that this would require completion of two
separate LAW 704 Ind Legal Research courses as they are one credit

each)
« Journal note on Business Law-Related Topic (with prior advance
approval)
Code Title Hours
LAW 140D Adv Writing & Practice: Trans 2
LAW 462 Al in Legal Practice 1
LAW 471 Big Tech and Antitrust 1
LAW 781 Complex Business Transactions 1
LAW 371 Complex Trans Reg'd Industries 1
LAW 743 Low Income Tax Clinic 3
LAW 737 Planning a Chapter 11 Filing 1
LAW 352 Priv Equity:Structure & Issues (May not use if using 1

for group B)

Criminal Law & Procedure Concentration

Required Courses: at least 7

Students must complete courses in the following groups, as noted:

Criminal Law and Procedure Group A

Complete all three of the following courses with course attribute RLWF:

Code Title Hours

LAW 308 Appl Evidence Tech Age 3-4
or LAW309  Evidence

LAW 401 Crim Proc | (Investigation)

LAW 402 Crim Pro Il (Adjudication)

Note: Students who take Criminal Procedure Survey LAW 403 may

not take either Criminal Procedure | (Law 401) or Criminal Procedure Il
(Law 402) for credit. NOTE; both Criminal Procedure | & Il are required
coursework for the Criminal Law Concentration; therefore, enroliment in
Criminal Procedure Survey LAW 403 prevents students from pursuing the
Criminal Law Concentration.

Note: Students who pursue Criminal Law and Procedure may not also
pursue Public Interest and Social Justice due to an overlap in foundation
courses and the policy that states students may not use a single course
to satisfy more than one concentration.

Criminal Law and Procedure Group B

Complete at least three additional courses with attribute RLWS from the
following list:

Code Title Hours
LAW 542 American Jury Seminar 3
LAW 518 Anti-MoneyLau&Count FinTer Sem 2
LAW 512 Critical Issues Facing DOJ Sem 2
LAW 414 Cybercrime Seminar 3
LAW 300 Ethics & Strategy in Litigatio 1

LAW 415 Federal Courts 3
or LAW 477  Section 1983 Litigation
LAW 440 Federal White Collar Crime 2
LAW 390 Health Care Fraud 2
LAW 498 Int'l & Compar Crim Justice 1
LAW 385 International Criminal Law 3
LAW 509 Jury Strategies Seminar 3
LAW 342 Life or Death 1
LAW 463 Persp in Law Enforcement Sem 2
LAW 349 Protecting Kids Online 3
LAW 328 Reforming Crim Jury Seminar 3
LAW 316 Remedies & Relief in Crim Law 2
LAW 599 Rep Vulnerable Pop in Crim Def 1
LAW 500 SCOTUS & Police Interrogations 1
LAW 325 Role of a Federal Prosecutor 1
LAW 477 Section 1983 Litigation 2
or LAW 415 Federal Courts
LAW 531 Sel Topics in Crim Justice Sem 2
LAW 384 Sentencing Law 1
LAW 522 Special Topics Crim Law Sem 2
LAW 598 Select Top in Juvenile Law Sem 2
LAW 517 Tech & Crimes Against Children 1
LAW 630 The Death Penalty Seminar 2
LAW 529 The Military Commissions Sem 2
LAW 580 The Second Amendment 8
LAW 720 Trial Advocacy 3
LAW 397 Virginia Criminal Procedure 3

Criminal Law and Procedure Group C

Complete at least one of the following experiential learning courses with
attribute CRIM, or a two-credit independent research paper on a criminal
law-related topic (with prior approval):

Code Title Hours
LAW 140C Adv Writing&Practice:Criminal 2
LAW 605 Crim Justice Practice Skills 1
LAW 745 Domestic Violence Clinic 3
LAW 747 Innocence Project Clinic | 3
LAW 707 Misdemeanor Practice 1
LAW 333 Plea Bargain: Theory and Pract 1
LAW 770 Prosecutor Externship (Does not require Vice Dean 1-4
prior approval)
LAW 771 Public Defender Externship (Does not require Vice 1-4
Dean prior approval)
LAW 738 Tech-Augmented Trial Ad 4
LAW 756 US Attorney Externship (Does not require Vice 1-4

Dean prior approval)

Environmental Law Concentration

Required Courses: 6 to 9

Students must complete courses in the following groups, as noted:



Environmental Law Group A
Complete two of the following courses with attribute NLWF:

Code
LAW 339

LAW 424
LAW 425
LAW 453

Title Hours

Natural Resources Law (can only be counted if not 3
counted in Group B)

Environmental Law 3
Land Use Control 3
Administrative Law 3-4

Environmental Law Group B
Complete three or more additional courses with attribute NLWS from the

following list:

Code Title Hours
LAW 587 Animal Law Seminar 2
LAW 654 Clean Energy Future 1
LAW 679 Climate Change 3
LAW 593 Disaster Law & Ldrship Seminar 3
LAW 608 Eminent Domain&Prop Rights Sem 3
LAW 426 Energy Law 3
LAW 596 Env Diligence Comm Transact 1
LAW 319 Env Law: Chem, Contam, Cleanup 2
LAW 460 Env Law & the Constitution Sem 2
LAW 634 Federal Indian Law Sem 3
LAW 346 Fund of Env Sci for Policy 3
LAW 664 Intl Environmental Law Sem 2
LAW 339 Natural Resources Law 3
LAW 516 NEPA Seminar 2
LAW 367 Oil & Gas & Energy Economics 2
LAW 482 The Clean Water Act 2
LAW 468 Water Law 3
Environmental Law Group C

Complete at least one of the following experiential learning courses

with attribute ENVR, or a two-credit independent research paper on an
environmental law-related topic (with prior approval), or a law journal

note on an environmental law-related topic with prior approval, or an
environmental law-related externship of two-credits or more:

Code Title Hours
LAW 700 Directed Research (two-credits with prior approval 2
on environmental law-related topic)

LAW 667 VA Environmental Law Practice 1

Intellectual Property Law Concentration

Required Courses: at least 7

Students must complete courses in the following groups, as noted:

Intellectual Property Group A

Complete three or more of the following courses with attribute ILWF:

Code
LAW 442
LAW 447

Title Hours
Trademark Law 3
Patent Law 3
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LAW 448 Intellectual Property
LAW 465 Copyright Law

Intellectual Property Group B

Complete at least three additional courses with attribute ILWS from the
following list:

Code Title Hours
LAW 331 Al, Cybersec, and Data Privacy 1
LAW 462 Al in Legal Practice 1
LAW 491 Al: Intro for Non-Experts 1
LAW 357 Al Law & Policy Seminar 3
LAW 453 Administrative Law 3-4
LAW 602 Applied Data Privacy 2
LAW 670 Art & Cultural Heritage Sem 1
LAW 428 Artificial Intel & More Sem 8
LAW 372 Bioethics 3
LAW 471 Big Tech and Antitrust 1
LAW 665 Cyber &Info Sec Essentials Sem 2
LAW 414 Cybercrime Seminar 3
LAW 341 Cybersecurity Incident Respons 1
LAW 323 Digital Constitutionalism? 1
LAW 310 Electronic Discovery 1
LAW 358 Electronic Discovery 1
LAW 391 EU Privacy and Data Protection 2
LAW 415 Federal Courts 3
LAW 370 Food and Drug Law 2
LAW 458 Health Law and Policy 3
LAW 336 Intl Intellectual Property Law 3
LAW 466 Law & Bus in the Metaverse Sem 2
LAW 675 Law & Entrepreneurship Seminar 2
LAW 412 Legis/Statutory Interpretation 3
LAW 671 Patent Infrng Investigat ITC 1
LAW 544 Patent Litigation Seminar 2
LAW 348 Privacy Law 3
LAW 413 Remedies 3
LAW 400 Speech and Press 3
LAW 638 Statutory Interpretation Sem 2
LAW 793 Telecommunication Law & Policy 1
LAW 581 Trade Secrets Seminar 2

Intellectual Property Group C

Complete at least one of the following experiential learning courses
with attribute INTC, or a two-credit independent research paper on an
intellectual property law-related topic (with prior approval):

Code Title Hours
LAW 140D Adv Writing & Practice: Trans 2
LAW 351 Alternat Disput Resolut Survey 2
LAW 478 Incorp ChatGPT in Legal Writ 1
LAW 722 Mediation 2

Intellectual Property-Related Externship (two or more credits)
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International Law Concentration

Required Courses: at least 7

Students must complete courses in the following groups, as noted:

International Law Group A

Complete two of the following courses with attribute TLWF (one of which
must be International Law):

Code

LAW 380
LAW 409
LAW 496

Title Hours
Comparative Law 3
International Law 8

Intl Business Transactions (May not use if usingin 3
group B)

International Law Group B

Complete at least four additional courses with attribute TLWS from the

following list:

Code

LAW 331
LAW 441
LAW 366
LAW 637
LAW 380
LAW 410
LAW 323
LAW 391
LAW 338
LAW 646
LAW 327
LAW 382
LAW 396
LAW 330
LAW 496

LAW 658
LAW 498
LAW 385
LAW 664
LAW 336
LAW 726
LAW 497
LAW 604
LAW 487
LAW 374
LAW 475
LAW 671
LAW 349
LAW 394
LAW 423
LAW 446
LAW 711
LAW 523

Title Hours
Al, Cybersec, and Data Privacy
Admiralty Law

Civ Lit Resp-Acts of Intl Terr
Compar Constitutional Law Sem
Comparative Law

Conflicts of Laws

Digital Constitutionalism?

EU Privacy and Data Protection
European Union Law

Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
Global Issues in Legal Ethics
Human Rights Law

Human Trafficking

Intl Bus & Transborder Crime
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Intl Business Transactions (May not use if using
for group A)

Int'l Comm Arbitration Sem

Int'l & Compar Crim Justice
International Criminal Law

Intl Environmental Law Sem
Intl Intellectual Property Law
Intl Law of NATO

International Trade Law
Islamic Law Seminar

Law of Armed Conflict Seminar
Litigation & Nat'l Sec Law
National Security Law

Patent Infrng Investigat ITC
Protecting Kids Online
Post-Conflict Justice & Law
Securities Regulation
Sovereign Debt Seminar
Spanish for Lawyers
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The Law of Economi Warfare Sem

LAW 672 US Foreign Investmen Screening 1
LAW 332 Violence Against Women 1
LAW 797 War Powers:Nat'l Sec Law Const 8

International Law Group C

Complete at least two credits of coursework with attribute of INTN, or
LAW 691 Advanced Applied International Research for two credits, or at
least one international law-related externship (two or more credits), or

a two-credit independent research paper on an international law-related
topic, or note written for law journal on an international law-related topic
with Vice Dean advance approval.

Code Title Hours
LAW 786 Immigration Clinic | 3
LAW 787 Immigration Clinic Il 3
LAW 710 International Team ILR (2-credit minimum) 1
LAW 709 Moot Court ILR (2-credit minimum) 1

National Security Law Concentration

Required Courses: at least 7

Students must complete courses in the following groups, as noted:

National Security Group A

Complete two from the following foundational courses with attribute
NSWEF (if not used in Group B):

+ LAW 475 National Security Law or LAW 797 War Powers:Nat'l Sec
Law Const

* LAW 453 Administrative Law or LAW 412 Legis/Statutory
Interpretation or LAW 638 Statutory Interpretation Sem

National Security Group B

Complete at least four additional courses from the following with
attribute NSWS; cannot re-use courses selected to meet Group A
requirement:

Code Title Hours
LAW 357 Al Law & Policy Seminar 3
LAW 453 Administrative Law 34
LAW 518 Anti-MoneyLau&Count FinTer Sem 2
LAW 428 Artificial Intel & More Sem 8
LAW 366 Civ Lit Resp-Acts of Intl Terr 1
LAW 505 Counterintelligence Law 1
LAW 414 Cybercrime Seminar 3
LAW 341 Cybersecurity Incident Respons 1
LAW 665 Cyber &Info Sec Essentials Sem 2
LAW 379 Financial Sanctions 2
LAW 443 Foreign Intel Surv. Act Sem. 2
LAW 546 Government Contracts Seminar 3
LAW 382 Human Rights Law 3
LAW 607 Internal Investigations 1
LAW 409 International Law 3
LAW 487 Law of Armed Conflict Seminar 2
LAW 374 Litigation & Nat'l Sec Law 1
LAW 412 Legis/Statutory Interpretation 3



or LAW 638  Statutory Interpretation Sem
LAW 503 Military Justice Seminar 2
LAW 671 Patent Infrng Investigat ITC 1
LAW 348 Privacy Law 3
LAW 543 Terrorism and the Law Seminar 3
LAW 523 The Law of Economi Warfare Sem 2
LAW 529 The Military Commissions Sem 2
LAW 580 The Second Amendment 3
LAW 672 US Foreign Investmen Screening 1
LAW 797 War Powers:Nat'l| Sec Law Const 3

National Security Group C

Complete at least one of the following with attribute NSWE:

+ LAW 607 Internal Investigations

+ LAW 704 Ind Legal Research on a national security law related topic
(2 credits with prior approval)

+ At least one national security law related externship (2 or more
credits with prior approval)

+ Student note written for law journal on a national security law-related
topic (with prior approval)

Political Law Concentration

Required Courses: at least 7

Students must complete courses in the following groups, as noted:

Political Law Group A

Complete at least three courses with attribute POLF from the following
list:

Code Title Hours

LAW 453 Administrative Law 3-4

LAW 398 Election Law 3

LAW 412 Legis/Statutory Interpretation 3
or LAW 638  Statutory Interpretation Sem

LAW 429 State & Local Govt Law 8

Political Law Group B

Complete at least three of the following with attribute POLS; if a student
satisfies all four of the Group A requirements, the fourth course may be
counted as supporting counted here.

Code Title Hours
LAW 357 Al Law & Policy Seminar 3
LAW 372 Bioethics 3
LAW 393 Campaign Finance 1
LAW 680 Comparative Election Law 1
LAW 350 Cryptocurrency Regulation 2
LAW 449 Democracy in the Al Age Sem 3
LAW 486 Defamation and Disinformation 1
LAW 640 Disability Law 3
LAW 454 Economic Analysis of the Law 3
LAW 362 Education Law 3
LAW 748 Election Administration Law 1
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LAW 608 Eminent Domain&Prop Rights Sem 3
LAW 415 Federal Courts 3
or LAW 477  Section 1983 Litigation
LAW 311 Federal Income Taxation 3
LAW 355 Gender, Sexuality, & Law 3
LAW 546 Government Contracts Seminar 3
LAW 458 Health Law and Policy 3
LAW 521 Hist Conserv Leg Movement Sem 2
LAW 458 Health Law and Policy 3
LAW 425 Land Use Control 3
LAW 513 Law and Politics 1
LAW 381 Mental Health & the Law 1
LAW 348 Privacy Law 3
LAW 685 Race,Law, & Lawy Div Envi Sem 2
LAW 507 Role of State Attorney Gen 1
LAW 477 Section 1983 Litigation 2
or LAW 415 Federal Courts
LAW 493 State Constitutionalism 1
LAW 322 State & Local Taxation 3
LAW 619 Supreme Court Seminar 1
LAW 400 Speech and Press 3
LAW 523 The Law of Economi Warfare Sem 2
LAW 580 The Second Amendment 3
LAW 427 Vice and the Law 2

Political Law Group C

Experiential with attribute POLI or Independent; at least two credits in one
of the following or combination of.

Code Title Hours

LAW 301 ElecLaw Prac-LawyeringCampaign 1

LAW 758 Federal Government Externship (Does not require  1-4
Vice Dean prior approval)

LAW 704 Ind Legal Research (on political law-related topic ~ 1-2
(with Vice Dean approval))

LAW 502 Leg Redistrict w/Geo Info Sys 1

LAW 378 Non-Profit Campaign Fin Law 1

LAW 749 Non-Profit Organztn Externship (Does not require  1-4
Vice Dean prior approval)

LAW 716 Power & Influence & Leadership 1

LAW 347 Pub Pol for Science & Prof Sem 8

LAW 753 St & Local Govt Externshp 1-4

LAW 421 Voting Rights Litigation&Prac 1

Public Interest and Social Justice
Concentration

Required Courses: at least 7

Students must complete courses in the following groups, as noted:

Public Interest and Social Justice Group A

Complete three courses with attribute SJWF, one from each of the three
following subgroups:
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A.1. LAW 453 Administrative Law or LAW 412 Legis/Statutory
Interpretation or LAW 638 Statutory Interpretation Sem

and
A.2. LAW 415 Federal Courts or LAW 477 Section 1983 Litigation
and

A.3. LAW 401 Crim Proc | (Investigation) or LAW 402 Crim Pro Il
(Adjudication) or LAW 403 Criminal Procedure Survey

Note: Students who pursue Public Interest and Social Justice may not
also pursue Criminal Law and Procedure due to an overlap in foundation
courses and the policy that states students may not use a single course
to satisfy more than one concentration.

Public Interest and Social Justice Group B

Complete at least three additional courses with attribute SJWS from the
following list:

Code Title Hours
LAW 462 Al in Legal Practice 1
LAW 660 Advanced Topics in T&E Sem 2
LAW 587 Animal Law Seminar 2
LAW 372 Bioethics 3
LAW 532 Children's Rights 1
LAW 595 Citizen Lawyers 1
LAW 401 Crim Proc | (Investigation) 3
LAW 402 Crim Pro Il (Adjudication) 8
LAW 449 Democracy in the Al Age Sem 3
LAW 640 Disability Law 3
LAW 362 Education Law 3
LAW 467 Elder Law Seminar 2
LAW 398 Election Law 2
LAW 452 Employment Discrimination 3
LAW 641 Employment Discrimination Law 3
LAW 713 Employment Law for 21st Centur 2
LAW 624 Empower Choices: DisabilityRts 1
LAW 424 Environmental Law 3
LAW 319 Env Law: Chem, Contam, Cleanup 2
LAW 300 Ethics & Strategy in Litigatio 1
LAW 416 Family Law 3
LAW 355 Gender, Sexuality, & Law 3
LAW 458 Health Law and Policy 3
LAW 382 Human Rights Law 3
LAW 396 Human Trafficking 3
LAW 485 Immigration Law 3
LAW 407 Labor Law 3
LAW 501 Law and Social Justice Seminar 3
LAW 381 Mental Health & the Law 1
LAW 515 Native American Litigation 1
LAW 552 Pro Bono in Practice 1
LAW 347 Pub Pol for Science & Prof Sem 8
LAW 489 Race and the Constitution Sem 3
LAW 685 Race,Law, & Lawy Div Envi Sem 2

LAW 599 Rep Vulnerable Pop in Crim Def
LAW 507 Role of State Attorney Gen

LAW 628 Race & Amer Legal History

LAW 500 SCOTUS & Police Interrogations
LAW 598 Select Top in Juvenile Law Sem
LAW 384 Sentencing Law

LAW 522 Special Topics Crim Law Sem

LAW 429 State & Local Govt Law

LAW 517 Tech & Crimes Against Children
LAW 632 Testing Rule of Law

LAW 630 The Death Penalty Seminar

LAW 427 Vice and the Law

LAW 488 Youth Law

Public Interest and Social Justice Group C
Complete at least one of the following with attribute SJSP:

+ 2-credit minimum Externship - The following Externships qualify
towards the Concentration: Judicial, Federal Government, Nonprofit
Organization, Prosecutor, Public Defender, State/Local Government,
and U.S. Attorney.

Code Title Hour
LAW 788 Appellate & Supr Ct Clinic |

LAW 789 Appellate & Sup Ct Clinic Il

LAW 750 Community Law Clinic

LAW 751 Community Law Clinic Il

LAW 605 Crim Justice Practice Skills

LAW 745 Domestic Violence Clinic

LAW 784 Elder &Disability Law Clinic |

LAW 684 Elder & Disability Law Clin Il

LAW 642 Employment Discr Law Practicum
LAW 746 Family Law Clinic

LAW 743 Low Income Tax Clinic

LAW 786 Immigration Clinic |

LAW 787 Immigration Clinic Il

LAW 747 Innocence Project Clinic |

LAW 785 Innocence Project Clinic Il

LAW 333 Plea Bargain: Theory and Pract
LAW 782 Special Educ Advocacy Clinic |
LAW 780 Puller Vet Clinic-Dis Comp&Apl
LAW 783 Puller Vet Clinic Il Adv Advoc
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Academic Calendar 2026-2027

Academic calendars and exam schedules are maintained by the William
& Mary Law Registrar. Calendars are created by the Vice Dean under the
direction of the Office of the Provost and are subject to change in the
event of major disruptions (natural disasters, national emergencies, etc.)
to the normal operations of W&M on the main campus in Williamsburg.
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Academic Continuance & Good Standing

Fall 2026 + Academic Year
Date Event + Address on File
August 13-14 First Year Orientation + American Bar Association (ABA) Standards
August 19 First day of classes + Attendance

Final add/drop period begins * Auditing Law Courses
August 25 Last day to add/drop + Bar Exam
September 7 Labor Day (offices closed, LAW classes do not meet) + Catalog
October 12-13 Fall Break + Class Rank
October 14 Classes resume from Fall Break + Classroom Participation
October 26-29 3L, 2L & LLM Registration for Spring 2027 * Course Overlap
November 3 Election Day (offices closed, LAW classes in session) * Credit Hour

November 23-24

November 25-27

November 30
December 3
December 4-6
December 7-17
January 8, 2027
January 22, 2027

Holiday Class Schedule (LAW classes in session
remotely)

Thanksgiving Break (offices closed, classes do not
meet

Classes resume from Thanksgiving Break
Last day of classes

Reading period

Final exam period

Final fall grades due

Winter degree conferral (no ceremony)

Default Generative Al Policy

Distance Education

Exams

+ Exchange Programs
+ Grading Policies

+ Graduation

Honor System

Honors

Inclement Weather
+ Independent Coursework
+ Latin Honors

Spring 2027
Date Event + Law School Courses in Washington, D.C.
January 18 Martin Luther Kind Day (classes must be rescheduled) * Non-Degree Seeking Enroliment
January 19 First day of classes & Add/drop period begins * Non-LAW Coursework
January 22 Fall 2026 conferral + Order of the Coif
January 25 Last day to add/drop by 4 p.m. * Pass/Fail Credits
March 13-21 Spring Break + Professional Conduct
March 22 Classes resume from Spring Break * Refund Policy
March 29-April 1 3L, 2L & LLM Registration for Fall 2027 * Registration Rules
April 29 Last day of classes * Retaking a Course
April 30-May 2 Reading period * Return of Title IV
May 3-May 13 Final exam period + Students Requesting Accommodations
May 17 Final spring 2027 grades due by NOON for graduating * Study Abroad
students, 2Ls, and LLMs + Transcripts
May 21-22 Spring 2027 Degree Conferral and Commencement * Withdrawal from Course
Ceremony (all graduates) « Withdrawal from Semester or Leave of Absence
May 22 William & Mary Law School conferral and graduation . ] .
event (Law graduates) Academic Continuance & Good Standing
May 28 Final spring grades due by 9 a.m. for 1Ls
August 27 LL.M. and M.L.S. summer 27 conferral William & Mary Law School scholarships are awarded unconditionally

September 1 J.D. summer 2027 conferral with the understanding that students will maintain a grade point average
consistent with academic eligibility. Students who are not in good
academic standing at the end of their first term and/or first year will have

their scholarships revoked.

Juris Doctor Student Policies &
Procedures

William & Mary Law School students are subject to the academic policies
of the School and of the individual programs in which they enroll as well

Attend class

as the rules and regulations of William & Mary. Policies for individual
programs are included in the description for that program. In accordance
with William & Mary’s academic policies, it is the student’s responsibility
to know and meet the academic requirements of the program.

The American Bar Association requires students to attend class
regularly and punctually. Many professors will have specific attendance
requirements (e.g., a maximum of only 3 absences is permitted).
Students who are identified as having missed an excessive number of
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classes may be withdrawn from the class or the course grade may be
adjusted if attendance is a factor in determining the final grade.

If students find they must be absent from courses for an extended period

of time, contact the Law Dean of Students (brwall@wm.edu), who, in turn,

will contact the professors.

Be a full-time student

We are a full-time law program, and J.D. students must successfully be
enrolled in and complete a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 17 credit
hours each term, to include third year students’ final semester prior to
graduation, regardless of the number of credits remaining to meet the
graduation requirement.

Follow the Honor Code

The Honor System at William & Mary Law School is one of the oldest in
higher education. It exists to provide a living and learning environment
that reflects the values of the Law School community, including those
of academic integrity, personal integrity, and personal and professional
responsibility. Our students do believe in and cherish this system.

Eligibility to Continue & Terms Related to W&M Law Study

To be a full-time student in good academic standing

Commence the first year of study in the fall term.

Complete all degree requirements by the end of the third consecutive
spring term following commencement of study.

Take courses totaling at least 10 academic credits each term.
Take courses totaling at least 20 credits each academic year.

Register for no more than 17 credits in any term.

For JD students, eligibility to continue in residence is governed by the
following grade point average requirements:

A student who does not achieve a 2.0 grade point average at the end
of the first semester of legal study will be dismissed permanently
for academic deficiency. The student may not petition for the right to
continue or for reinstatement.

A student who does not achieve a 2.5 grade point average at the
end of the first semester of legal study will be placed on academic
probation.

A student who has not achieved a 2.5 cumulative grade point
average at the end of the first year of legal study will be dismissed
permanently for academic deficiency (whether the student was
previously placed on academic probation). The student may not
petition for the right to continue or for reinstatement.

To be able to continue in residence at the Law School as a 2L and
3L, a student must maintain a semester and cumulative grade point
average of 2.3. To clarify, the student must maintain a minimum
grade point average of 2.3 for each semester in the second year
and each semester in the third year, as well as a cumulative grade
point average of 2.3 at the conclusion of both the second and third

years of legal study. A student who does not achieve a 2.3 term and
cumulative grade point average in the second and third years will be
placed on academic suspension for the next regular semester (spring
or fall).

Students placed on academic suspension at the end of a spring
semester may not enroll in or transfer in credit from the summer or
fall semester immediately following the semester of suspension.
Students placed on academic suspension at the end of a fall
semester may not enroll in or transfer in credit during the spring or
summer semester following the semester of suspension. Academic
status is not determined during the summer term.

GPA shall be truncated at the 100th and rounded to the nearest tenth
and otherwise calculated according to the normal conventions of the
Law School. The Academic Advisory Committee has the authority,

in its discretion, to interpret and implement the eligibility criteria set
forth herein.

Rising 2L students (students who have completed two terms (one
full academic year) of legal study) who are ineligible to continue as
students may not petition for the right to continue.

Students who fail to meet the minimum term or cumulative GPA
after their third, fourth, or fifth term of legal study (students in their
second or third academic year) may petition the Academic Advisory
Committee for reinstatement. The Committee, in its discretion, may
grant such a petition for good cause shown and may impose such
conditions as it deems appropriate in approving the reinstatement.
See the petition for reinstatement requirements and process below.

A student who fails to qualify for a degree solely by failing to obtain a
2.3 term GPA in the student'’s final semester in the third year may be
permitted to continue in the Law School for an additional semester
with permission from the Vice Dean. If, after the completion of the
additional semester, the student’s GPA for that semester, combined
with the GPA for the entire third academic year, is 2.3 or higher, the
student will be granted the degree.

A student who fails to complete degree requirements within the
stated time period, other than as described above for academic
deficiency, may petition the Academic Advisory Committee for
permission to continue. Petitions will be considered following the
same procedures as those for reinstatement, below, but with a focus
on reasons for lack of timely completion and steps taken or to be
taken to ensure degree completion. Their ruling may include specific
terms and conditions for degree completion and will ensure the
extension complies with the American Bar Association guidelines
for degree completion. The Dean must approve the petition and the
terms or conditions imposed by the Committee.

Students are encouraged to review guidance and procedures for
submitting a Petition for Reinstatement (https://law.wm.edu/
academics/whatabout/studentstatus/reinstatement-
procedures11.pdf).

These regulations apply to all J.D. degree candidates. Exceptions are
granted only when approved in advance by first the Academic Advisory
Committee and then the Dean.

return to top

Academic Year
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The academic year is the period beginning with a summer session and
ending with the next succeeding spring term.

Address on File

The Law School will send official notices and correspondence to the
address on file with the University Registrar. Students are responsible
for maintaining their current addresses and telephone numbers within
Banner. Students are required to update and validate their Personal
Information Questionnaire (PIQ) in Banner each semester of enrollment.
The information contained in the PIQ allows the Law School to contact
students or their designated contacts in the event of an emergency.

American Bar Association (ABA) Standards

The Law School invites students to share any concerns about the Law
School's program of education as it relates to compliance with the
ABA's Standards. Any student who has such a concern should submit
the concern in writing either to the Vice Dean or the Associate Dean

for Student Affairs & Academic Support (brwall@wm.edu), identifying
the ABA Standard at issue. The submission must be signed by the
student and, if sent by e-mail, must be sent from the student's W&M
e-mail account. The Associate Dean for Student Affairs & Academic
Support (brwall@wm.edu) will confirm receipt of the submission within
five business days and will work with the appropriate individuals to
investigate the issue and take appropriate action. The Vice Dean or the
Associate Dean for Student Services will notify the student about the
status of the investigation within 30 days of receipt of the submission.
A record of all such submissions and their resolutions will be kept on file
for ten years in the office of the Vice Dean. ABA accreditation does not
extend to the LL.M. or MLS degree, though they have been reviewed by
the ABA and the ABA has “acquiesced” to the programs being offered.
(ABA Required Disclosures) (https://law.wm.edu/admissions/consumer-
information/)

Attendance

The American Bar Association requires students to attend class regularly
and punctually. Professors will have specific attendance requirements in
their syllabus. Students who are identified as having missed an excessive
number of classes may be withdrawn from the class, or the course grade
may be adjusted if attendance is a factor in determining the final grade.

If students must be absent from their courses for an extended period,
they should contact the Associate Dean for Student Affairs & Academic
Support (brwall@wm.edu), who, in turn, will contact professors.

Auditing Law Courses

All audit requests must be approved by the instructor and will be
confirmed only at the end of the Add/Drop period for each semester,
contingent upon seat availability. Registration for degree-seeking J.D.
students enrolling in classes for credit takes priority over auditors. If
space is available following the end of the add/drop period and if the
professor gives permission, the auditor will be administratively registered
for the course. Auditors are expected to attend class and have read the
materials, but do not take the exam, submit any papers or assignments,
and do not earn credit hours. Upon successful completion, the course
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title will be reflected on the auditor’s transcript and will reflect a grade of
“0". Students who audit a course may not then take a course for a grade.

Degree-seeking J.D. students may audit a course by completing the
appropriate form (https://wmedu.sharepoint.com/sites/LAW-Registrar/
Shared%20Documents/Forms/Allltems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FLAW
%2DRegistrar%2FShared%20Documents%2FRegistrar%20SharePoint
%2Fform%5Fauditlawclass%5Fto%2Dconvert%5F100917%2Epdf&parent=
%2Fsites%2FLAW%2DRegistrar%2FShared%20Documents%2FRegistrar
%20SharePoint) and submitting to the Law School Registrar
(lawreg@wm.edu?subject=Audit%20Request).

Non-law students who wish to audit a law course may do so provided 1)
it is not a required J.D. course, nor a “skills” class, nor a pass/fail course;
2) the auditor is not taking a seat from a degree-seeking student; 3)

the instructor gives permission. Non-law students, other than Visiting
Scholars, should contact the Law School Registrar (lawreg@wm.edu?
subject=Audit%20Request) if interested in auditing a law class. Review
additional information regarding non-law degree-seeking students below.

Bar Exam

Students are responsible for verifying the requirements of the bar
examination they intend to take, including whether the jurisdiction
requires an Enrollment Verification (confirmation that the student

is actively enrolled in a legal program of study), Certificate of the
Completion of Courses (verification of successful completion of program
of study), a Confirmation of Graduation (certification and date of degree
conferral), or more than one of these. Students should always check with
the bar admissions authority in the jurisdictions in which they intend to
seek admission concerning the requirements for eligibility to be admitted
to the bar. Information on each state’s rules and a directory of state

bar admission agencies can be found in the Comprehensive Guide to Bar
Admission Requirements.

Catalog

The university's course catalog provides announcements for the current
academic year and is updated each summer. The university reserves the
right to make changes in the regulations, charges, and curricula listed
therein at any time.

Class Rank for JD Students

How GPA is calculated

+ The Law School uses a GPA rounded to the tenths place as the law
cumulative grade point average. (For example, a 3.04 and a 2.99 are
both rounded to a 3.0.)

Class ranks are based on the rounded GPA as defined above.
Students’ official academic transcripts will reflect a truncated
cumulative GPA, rather than the rounded GPA used to calculate rank.
When presenting class rank to prospective employers, or in any
regard, students should report their rounded GPA.

Students holding a GPA of 3.6 or higher will be given a numerical
rank. All ranks of 3.5 and lower will be given as a percentage.#Most
of the class will receive a percentage rather than an individual class
rank.##1n either case, it is conceivable that multiple students will
share the same rank.
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For students in the J.D. program, class rank is first calculated at

the conclusion of one full year of legal study at William & Mary.
#Thereafter, students are ranked only at the conclusion of the fall and
spring terms (i.e., no re-ranking will occur following a summer term).

Transfer students (including LL.M. to J.D. students) are not ranked
until the end of their first full year of law school at William & Mary.
Students in the LL.M. program are not ranked.

Students’ class rank is emailed to students’ William & Mary email
addresses.#The university does not print class ranks on either the
unofficial or the official transcript. Official statements of class rank, if
needed, can be obtained by contacting lawreg@wm.edu.

Students will not receive any information indicating the rank of other
students. If a student earns a tied rank, the number of students

tied at a particular rank is not disclosed or made available to
students; only students’ individual rank and rank GPA information are
disclosed.

Classroom Participation

The professor must include in the course syllabus how participation will
be graded and what effect it will have on the final grade. Notification of
the grading procedure must also be announced in writing (preferably) or
verbally during the class(es) of the add/drop period.

Including participation in the final grade will not affect your anonymity in
the course grading period if the exam or paper is graded anonymously.
Law School policy requires faculty using participation and grading exams
or papers anonymously to submit to the Law School Registrar the list of
student names with their participation grade. The Registrar will match
the student’s name to the anonymous student exam code number and
return to the professor a list of participation grades by exam code rather
than student name, sorted in numerical order. The faculty member can
then combine the participation grade with the exam or paper grade and
calculate the final grade for the course. The final grade is input by the
faculty member to Banner using only the anonymous exam code number.

Course Overlap Policy

Students may register for classes that have a time conflict (overlap) if
the overlap is for no more than two class sessions. Law students may
miss no more than two total classes of a single semester-long class

in order to enroll in a short or week-long mini class(es) or externship
class. As a mandatory prerequisite, students must obtain permission
(https://forms.office.com/r/K3efmS8tGn) from the professor of the
class that they will miss to miss up to two sessions of a semester-long
class to attend a short/mini/externship course before registering for
the overlapping courses (this is required whether a student will miss
one class or two). A student may not request to miss a class or part of
a short- or mini-course or externship class to attend another class, as
those classes meet very few sessions. Faculty are under no obligation
to give such permission, often have sound pedagogical grounds for
refusing to permit students to miss even one or part of a class session,
and may impose an additional assignment to ensure students have
grasped the material missed by absences. Submit the override form early,
especially if the course you want has an active waitlist. No overrides
for ongoing overlaps, simultaneous classes, or missing short/mini/
externship sessions, even with instructor approval. The administration
will not accommodate any request to modify this policy. Students may
not request permission or be registered for two classes that have:

+ An ongoing conflict (for example, a ten-minute overlap throughout the
semester).

+ Two classes are scheduled at the same time, regardless of the format
of each course (in-person or online).
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Credit Hour Policy

The American Bar Association and the College of William & Mary require
not less than one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and two
hours of out-of-class student work per week for each credit awarded for
a class over fifteen weeks, including a final exam week, or the equivalent
amount of work over a different amount of time. According to ABA
standards, fifty minutes suffices for one hour of classroom time, while
an hour for out-of-class time is sixty minutes. All faculty must inform
students in their syllabi about the expectation regarding time spent
preparing for class. Students will also be asked in end-of-semester course
evaluations to estimate the amount of time they spent on out-of-class
work, on average, each week. The Vice Dean and the Associate Dean

for Research and Faculty Development are responsible for monitoring
compliance with this policy.

Default Generative Al Policy

The William & Mary Law School faculty approved the following default
generative Al policy in Spring 2024. Instructors have discretion to
deviate from the default rule, provided that they do so in writing and with
appropriate notice. Please consult your syllabus and exam instructions
for any deviations.

Generative Al is software that can perform advanced processing of text
at skill levels that at least appear similar to a human's. Examples of
Generative Al include, but are not limited to, ChatGPT, Perplexity, Google
Gemini, Lexis + Al, and Westlaw (Practical Law) Al.

Generative Al software is quickly being adopted in legal practice,

and many internet services and ordinary programs will soon include
generative Al software. At the same time, Generative Al presents risks to
our shared pedagogical mission. For this reason, we adopt the following
default rule, which enables some uses of Generative Al but also prohibits
other uses.

The class of generative Al software:

1. May not be used to compose (write, draft, outline, etc.) any portion
of a submitted assignment. Generative Al may be used to perform
research in ways similar to search engines such as Google for the
correction of grammar and other functions attendant to completing

an assignment. The functions included in common word processing
software are allowed. This includes spelling and grammar corrections
and auto-word-complete functions of Microsoft Word, Google Docs, and
Grammarly (but not Grammarly’s generative Al function).

2. May not be used during a student’s exam. A student may use
study materials prepared by Generative Al. The functions included in
common word processing software are allowed. This includes spelling
and grammar correction and auto-word-complete functions of Microsoft
Word, Google Docs, and Grammarly (but not Grammarly’s generative Al
function). However, exam software such as Exam4 may not allow some of
these functions.
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Distance Education Policies

At the Law School, a “distance education course” is defined as a course
in which more than one-third of the required classroom minutes are
delivered from outside the classroom and/or a course in which William
& Mary Law students participate from remote locations. “Distance
education courses” do not include courses in which an occasional guest
speaker appears via technology from a remote location; courses in
which an instructor uses technology to teach an occasional class from
a remote location; or courses in which an instructor prerecords material
to be viewed or heard by students in advance of a class session. All JD
distance education courses offered for credit at the Law School shall be
in full compliance with all ABA Standards governing distance education
(Standard 306 (https://law.wm.edu/currentstudents/2022-2023-
aba-standards-and-rules-of-procedure-for-approval-of-law-schools-
chapter-3.pdf)).

In addition to compliance with any applicable ABA Standards, all JD
distance education courses offered for credit as part of an on-campus

program at the Law School must comply with the following requirements:

1. All distance education courses shall provide for significant
synchronous interaction between the instructor(s) and the students.
“Synchronous interaction” means that the instructor(s) and the
students engage with one another at the same time despite spatial
separation.

2. A student may receive credit for no more than a total of 28 credit
hours of distance education courses.

3. Credit toward the J.D. degree for study offered through a distance
education course will be awarded only where (1) the academic
content, (2) the method of course delivery, and (3) the method of
evaluating student performance are approved as part of the Law
School's regular curriculum approval process. Approval must be
sought for all distance education courses, even if a course with
the same name and content is already part of the approved J.D.
curriculum.

4. If an instructor for a proposed distance education course is not a
member of the full-time faculty, his or her appointment as an adjunct
faculty member must be approved in the same way as other adjunct
faculty members.

5. The Vice Dean shall work closely with instructors of distance
education courses to ensure that such courses provide (a) ample
interaction with the instructor(s) and other students both inside
and outside the formal structure of the course throughout its
duration, such that students in distance education courses have
opportunities to interact with the instructors and other students that
equal or exceed the opportunities for such interaction in a traditional
classroom setting; and (b) ample monitoring of student effort and
accomplishment as courses progress.

6. The Associate Dean for Administration, the Registrar, and the Vice
Dean are responsible for maintaining an effective process to verify
the identity of students taking distance education courses and to
protect student privacy.

Exams
William & Mary utilizes Exam4 as our examination platform for all on-
campus programs at the Law School. Exam4 is an industry-recognized
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software that has decades of experience with law schools and state bar
exams. Exam4 is a word processing program that students will use to
write in-person and remote exams. This software will be downloaded by
students to their personal computers each semester. General guidelines
and system requirements for Exam4 are listed on the Exam FAQs
(https://law.wm.edu/academics/whatabout/examsgradestranscripts/
examfaqs/) page. For information about technology requirements, review
Tips for Computer Use on Exams (https://law.wm.edu/academics/
whatabout/examsgradestranscripts/computeruse/).

Rules and Policies about Exams

Exam Conflicts

Exam Schedule

Language Accommodation

Exam Accommodations

Exam Review

Late Arrival to Exams

Late Submission of Exam

Weather or Emergency Closures During Exams

Rules and Policies about Exams

Exam Technology: All anonymously graded exams at the Law School
must either be taken through the Exam4 software or be handwritten in
bluebooks. Students are expected to use their own computers to take
exams, although a student may request to use a Law School-owned
computer to take an exam if (a) a computer-related emergency exists and
(b) a Law School-owned computer is available. Students who choose to
hand-write their exams obtain bluebooks from the Registrar.

A laptop or desktop computer is required to take exams. William & Mary
requires all incoming students to own a notebook computer. (https://
www.wm.edu/offices/it/services/students/laptop/) Laptops or desktops
must be capable of running a full Windows or a full Mac operating
system.

Students taking exams by computer must download the Exam4 software
each semester and take a practice exam to test the functionality of
Exam4 on their computer and to familiarize themselves with the features
and options available within the platform.

Exam Location: Each faculty member will designate whether the exam in
their course is in-person or remote and the length of time that students
must complete the exam. In-person exams take place at the Law School
in an assigned room on a designated date and time. Remote exams

are taken at a place of the student’s choosing within the exam period
and may be designated as required to be taken at a specified time,

on a specified day, or at any time within the Session | or Session Il
examination window. Printed copies of exams will not be provided for
remote exams.

Students may not take an in-person scheduled exam remotely.

A faculty member may allow students to take an in-person exam outside
of the designated exam room so long as students remain in the Law
School building. Students who elect to take the exam in the library should
expect the normal activities of patrons and staff to continue as usual

and should not expect (or request) complete silence. Students may not
reserve space in the library for the purpose of taking an exam. Students
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may not take exams in library study rooms, on computers in the library’s
technology classroom, or in student organization offices.

Students with exam accommodations will take in-person exams in a
room designated by the Office of Student Affairs & Academic Support.

All students should arrive at the assigned room for an in-person exam at
least 15 minutes prior to the exam's scheduled start to receive the exam
questions and instructions. Students allowed to leave the assigned room
to take the exam may not leave until the proctor announces that it has
begun. All students taking an in-person exam, whether they remain in the
assigned room or not, must return the exam questions to the proctor.

Exam Instructions: Each faculty member’s instructions must be
designated with specificity, both in writing to students prior to the exam
date and in the exam instructions:

faculty name;

name, number, and section of course;

the length and duration of the exam;
pagination to reflect 1 of 10,2 of 10, 3 of 10...

type of exam (in-person or remote), and mode of exam (closed, open
laptop, open laptop plus network, or take-home);

the exam question type (essay, multiple choice, or essay + multiple
choice)

whether students taking an in-person exam may take the exam
outside of the designated exam room (but within the Law School
building);

the materials that students are permitted to use when taking the
exam, such as self-prepared, group, and/or commercial outlines,
dictionaries, the casebook, and materials distributed during the
semester;

whether permitted materials may be consulted on the student’s
computer or may be consulted only in hard copy; and

whether students may access the Internet during the exam, along
with any limitations on which Internet sources may be accessed
(including ChatGPT or other generative Al technologies (https://
law.wm.edu/policies/ai-policy.pdf)).

Additionally, each faculty member must indicate in the exam instructions
the nature of any word limits for individual questions or for the exam. The
Law Registrar will set the exam mode in Exam4 for each exam to reflect
the mode indicated by the faculty member (closed, open laptop, open
laptop plus network, or take-home).

Unless otherwise indicated by the faculty member, the following default
policies apply:

+ Students who are permitted to consult material on their computers
or on the Internet may use a search function, hyperlinks, a table of
contents, or similar functions to locate material within a document or
on their computers.

Students taking take-home mode exams may copy and paste material
from external documents into the Exam4 software. The Exam4
software does not permit copy and paste in any other exam mode.

Students may use noise-canceling headphones during an exam

and may use a phone or other device to listen to music through
headphones during an exam so long as that device is not connected
to the Internet, sounds are not audible to others, and all ringtones and
alerts are silenced.

+ Students may use a second monitor or device to display material
during the exam so long as the exam is not set in closed mode in
Exam 4.

Anonymity of Exams: Most exams are identified by examination number
only. Students are provided with examination numbers each semester
after the Add/Drop period concludes. Students may not reveal their
examination number to faculty members before grades are posted.
Faculty members who include participation or similar activities as part
of the final grade shall provide a list of names to the Registrar with
scores by the indicated deadline to obtain a numerically sorted list of
examination numbers to be used in determining the final grade.

Exam Accommodations: William & Mary accommodates students with
disabilities in accordance with federal laws and university policy.
Students who feel as if they may need an exam accommodation based on
the impact of a learning, psychiatric, physical, or chronic health diagnosis
should contact Student Accessibility Services staff at (757) 221-2509

or at sas@wm.edu to determine if accommodations are warranted and

to obtain an official letter of accommodation. The Office of Student
Affairs & Academic Support will provide information to students about
the implementation of exam accommodations. To preserve anonymity
on exams, students should not contact faculty members about exam
accommodations.

Exam Conflicts and Reschedules: Students may reschedule an exam only
under the following circumstances:

Two exams are scheduled within 23 hours - for example, an exam that
begins at 8:30 am followed by an exam that begins at 1:30 pm.

Two exams are scheduled at the same time.

Three or more exams are scheduled on consecutive days.

A qualifying ilness, injury, or emergency precludes the student from
taking the exam, as determined by the Office of Student Affairs &
Academic Support after reviewing supporting documentation.

All exam conflicts will be administered by the Law Registrar. Students
rescheduling an exam due to a conflict must take the conflicting exam
on the first available make-up date that breaks the conflict. Under no
circumstances is a student allowed to take a make-up exam earlier than
the scheduled exam date. Requests to postpone an exam for scheduled
events such as weddings, baptisms, retirement parties, etc., will not be
granted. The Law Registrar will post the exam conflict form via survey at
the appropriate time each semester (typically October 01 for fall, March
01 for spring).

All exams that are rescheduled due to a qualifying, documented iliness,
injury, or emergency will be administered by the Office of Student

Affairs & Academic Support, which will arrange a new exam date on

the first available day. In the event a student becomes ill or injured or
otherwise incapacitated during the exam period, the illness or injury or
circumstance must be reported directly to the Dean of Students before

or during the exam, and that situations after the exam can only be
considered if the situation was sufficiently severe to not allow the student
to reach out in a reasonable amount of time.

Typically, students must make up an exam at the earliest practicable
time and within five weeks of the originally scheduled exam date. If the
circumstance necessitating a rescheduled exam continues past the fifth
week, the student shall take the exam as soon as reasonably practicable
following the end of the disability, but in no event later than the end of the
exam period for the succeeding fall or spring term. If the circumstance
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continues beyond that period, the student shall be withdrawn from all
courses for which an exam was not taken. Students who become ill or
otherwise unable to take the exam during the examination session should
contact the Office of Student Affairs & Academic Support.

Under no circumstances will a student be allowed to take an exam earlier
than the scheduled exam date.

Exam Schedule

The preliminary exam schedule is published each semester prior to
registration for the next regular semester, with the type of exam only
(paper, exam, or no final assessment) and subject to change until the final
publication on or about November 1st for a fall exam, or April 1st for a
spring exam. Students should not make travel plans or any scheduled
events based on the draft exam schedule. Students will not be authorized
a rescheduled exam for weddings, baptisms, retirement parties, booked
travel arrangements, etc.

Language Accommodation

JD students whose primary language is not English may be eligible

for extra time for each exam as necessary to make reasonable
accommodations for their language ability. Students who attended a
post-secondary institution where English is not the primary language
will qualify for extra time under this provision; however, if a student
also attended a post-secondary institution where English is the primary
language will not qualify for additional time. Such students will be
afforded 20 additional minutes for each hour of an examination. Students
requesting further accommodation should contact the University's
Office of Student Accessibility Services, which handles requests for
accommodations on a case-by-case basis.

Exam Accommodations

Any student who has registered with Student Accessibility Services as
described in Section 6.03 may also be eligible for exam accommodation.
Student Accessibility Services will provide all exam accommodations

to the Associate Dean for Student Affairs & Academic Support
(brwall@wm.edu). (brwall@wm.edu) The Associate Dean for Student
Affairs & Academic Support will work with each individual student to
make sure that they receive the specified accommodation and that their
anonymity is protected.

To ensure that accommodations are processed in time for exams,

a student requesting accommodation should complete their
accommodation request with Student Accessibility Services as early as
possible and, in all cases, by the first day of the last week of classes.

Please note that accommodations must be renewed each semester. Also,
please note that professors will not be notified of exam accommodations,
as all exam accommodations will be handled by the Associate Dean for
Student Affairs & Academic Support (brwall@wm.edu). To protect their
privacy, students should not discuss their exam accommodations with
their professors.

Late Arrival to Exams

A student who arrives late for an examination will be permitted to take it
without excuse, but the time for completing the examination will not be
extended beyond that specified for completion for those who arrived on
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time. If the student can demonstrate to the Vice Dean that their lateness
was for good cause and beyond their control, the full scheduled time to
complete the examination may be given at the Vice Dean’s discretion.

Late Submission of Exams

If an exam is submitted after the allotted duration, the exam will be late.
Do not email your instructor or the Law Registrar's office regarding late
submissions; the course instructor will determine any impact.

Weather or Emergency Closures During Exams

If the University delays opening or closes due to weather, safety
concerns, or other emergencies, any law school exam scheduled during
the affected time will be postponed and rescheduled as follows:

+ Delayed opening before 1:00 p.m.: Any exam scheduled for 8:30 a.m.
will be administered at 1:30 p.m. the same day in the same location
and using the same exam format.

Closure during the first week of exams: Any exam scheduled for 8:30
a.m. during the closure will be rescheduled to the first Saturday of the
exam period, in the same location and using the same exam format.

Closure during the second week of exams: Any exam scheduled for
8:30 a.m. during the closure will be rescheduled to Friday or Saturday
of the second week of the exam period, at either 8:30 a.m. or 1:30
p.m., as determined by the Law School based on affected students’
examination schedules.

The Law School will notify students of the revised exam schedule as soon
as practicable.

Exam Review

Exam review is available to students following each semester, either
directly with the instructor or at the Law Registrar's suite. Students
should first contact their instructor to determine if they are participating
in exam review. The instructor may elect to meet with students directly
or may direct students to meet with a member of the Law Registrar team
by scheduling a Book Appointment (https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/
book/LawDeanofStudentsandLawRegistrar@wmedu.onmicrosoft.com/?
ismsaljsauthenabled=true). If an instructor is not meeting with students
directly, book a time to meet using the link and select ‘exam review' to
schedule a time for a 20-minute in-person review. Please note you will
need individual bookings for each exam requested. The Law Registrar
team will only provide a copy of the exam and the student’s answers

as submitted (not graded or marked), unless the instructor provides
rubrics, model answers, or other review or feedback materials. Some
professors provide a copy of the exam (as submitted, not graded, or
marked) and a copy of the exam questions only. Some students choose
not to do an exam review unless materials from the instructor are made
available, so ideally, students should contact their instructor first to
determine how their exam review is being handled. Students are welcome
to review just the exam/answers with the Law Registrar team (without
feedback) regardless.

return to top

Exchange Programs
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The modern practice of law is increasingly international in nature. Our
J.D. students may find it beneficial to devote part of their J.D. education
to legal instruction in a foreign location. The Law School supports study
abroad opportunities where the instruction regularly is provided for
international students and course offerings advance our educational
objective of expanding student learning to encompass the study of
foreign legal systems.

If you have lived and studied abroad or if you have never been abroad
before, we have suggestions for both satisfying credit requirements and
doing so in a foreign country. You may choose one of these options to
taste the law of another country, in that country, to establish networking
for future job opportunities, to increase your foreign language fluency
(though most approved courses are taught in English), or to build your
resume for the perfect job.

If you have an interest, we encourage you to explore law courses in
foreign institutions. All J.D. graduation requirements must still be met
for those students who study abroad. In addition, a plan of action crafted
with and approved by your OCS advisor is required as part of your
application. Semester dates at each host institution may not align with
the William & Mary semester, so carefully consider each option to ensure
it is consistent with your other academic and professional goals.

The Law School participates and has exchange agreements with the
following law schools around the world:

* Instituto de Empresa (https://www.ie.edu/law-school/), Madrid, Spain
+ Fudan University (https://law.fudan.edu.cn/lawen/), Shanghai, China

Up to two William & Mary students may be nominated each year for

each institution. Exchange opportunities at each host institution will be
subject to seat availability at the host institution in any given semester.
Nomination by William & Mary does not guarantee acceptance at the host
institution.

Courses are taught in English, though if you are fluent in the host school's
language, you may take courses taught in that language. Students must
earn an equivalent grade of “C” or better from the exchange program
school for credits to transfer to the William & Mary law degree. Credits
earned in the semester abroad program will be entered on your W&M
transcript as pass-fail credits and therefore are subject to the 25%
limitation on ungraded academic credits allowed towards your degree.
Students will not get credit for coursework that is 30% or more duplicative
of a course already taken at W&M.

Applications (https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/studyabroad/
semesterexchange/studyabroadapplication_24.pdf) (PDF) are accepted
from January 1 through February 1 in your 2L year, and if nominated

and accepted, you would study abroad during the fall semester of your
3L year. Students must have earned at least 48 standard letter-graded
credits by the end of the second year to be considered and approved to
participate in a third-year fall semester exchange program. Incomplete
or late applications cannot be accepted. Incomplete or late applications
cannot be accepted. A course plan for the academic year during which
you intend to spend a semester abroad must be approved in advance by
the Vice Dean and the Assistant Dean for Academic Services & Registrar.
Each host institution has its own timetable and deadlines for acceptance
and registration. If a William & Mary student nominated for exchange has
not yet received an official acceptance letter from the host institution,
that student should register for William & Mary courses for the fall
semester of the 3L year. William & Mary fall semester courses can be
dropped once the official acceptance letter is received.

After a Study Abroad experience, students are required to complete

a program evaluation (https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/
studyabroad/semesterexchange/studyabroadstudentevaluation.pdf).
Evaluation feedback assists the Law School with the identification

of program strengths and weaknesses and offers the opportunity to
enhance future programming.

The student program evaluation will be administered through a printed
evaluation questionnaire and will capture information on pre-departure
advising, host orientation, living accommodations, healthcare, curriculum,
academic environment, and quality. The evaluation will be completed
within 30 days of a student's return from a study abroad experience and
will be turned into the International Programs Office. Completion of an
evaluation is required to receive coursework credit. If you have questions,
please contact the International Programs Office at Imadm@wm.edu.

return to top

Grading Policies

* How We Grade

+ Grade Conversion Policy
+ Grade Review Policy

+ Incomplete Grade

+ Mandatory Grade Policy
+ Transferring Grades

How we grade

In the first year, faculty may grade solely on examinations or may also
consider class participation when assigning the final grade. In upper-level
elective and seminar courses, academic work may be graded entirely

by an exam or paper, or the professor may factor into the exam or paper
grade any of the following or a combination of the following: in-course
assignments, quizzes, and classroom participation.

The professor must include in the course syllabus how participation will
be graded and what effect it will have on the final grade. Notification of
the grading procedure must also be announced in writing (preferably) or
verbally during the class(es) of the add/drop period.

Including participation in the final grade will not affect anonymity in the
course grading period if the exam or paper is graded anonymously. Law
School policy requires faculty to use participation and grading exams

or papers anonymously to submit to the Law School Registrar the list of
student names with their participation grade. The Registrar will match
the student’s name to the anonymous student exam code number and
return to the professor a list of participation grades by exam code rather
than student name, sorted in numerical order. The faculty member can
then combine the participation grade with the exam or paper grade and
calculate the final grade for the course. The final grade is input by the
faculty member to Banner using only the anonymous exam code number.

Since 2004, the law faculty has been required to adhere to a mandatory
grade curve, and in 2012, the law faculty modified the grading policy.
Students can find the new policy here. Only the Vice Dean can grant

an exception to the policy, and only then for good cause shown by the
faculty member.

Once a student’s degree has been conferred, the academic record is
closed, and it cannot be changed or amended.

What types of grades are given
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Law grades in courses graded by standard letter grades have quality
points from which a student's grade point average is determined:

A+ (4.3) A(4.0), A-(3.7)

B+ (3.3), B (3.0), B- (2.7)

C+(2.3), C (2.0)" C-(1.7), D (1.0) and

F (fail — 0 quality points that will factor into the grade point average; no
credit is earned).

As an alternative to these standard letter grades, pass/fail grades may
be used in certain Law School courses as approved by the Vice Dean.
The following four grades are available: H (honors), P (pass), LP (low
pass), and F (fail). A grade of honors, pass, or low pass will not affect

a student’s grade point average but will count toward the total number
of credits required for graduation. A grade of “fail” will be counted as
zero quality points and will affect a student’s grade point average.
Except for Lawyering Skills courses, the number of honors grades in any
individual course cannot exceed 10.0% of enrolled students under any
circumstance.

Absent a controlling language in a course description, instructors may
select which grading system they use in each course. If the course
description does not specify a grading system and the instructor does
not specify a grading system before the end of the add/drop period,
Standard Letter grading will be used. If a course description or an
instructor indicates that some form of pass-fail grading will be used but
does not use the exact phrase “Standard Pass-Fail” or “Extended Pass-
Fail” or is otherwise ambiguous, Extended Pass-Fail grading will be used.

Other grades that do not affect grade point average may be on a student's
transcript:

+ P: transfer credit from another institution — students must request
permission to “visit” another institution or an institution’s abroad
program and must seek approval to register in specific courses. To
transfer, grades in approved credits must be a “C” or better and will
come to the W&M transcript as a P (pass)

* I: incomplete-can only be given with permission of the instructor
and the Vice Dean, and is never given to a graduating student in the
semester they are graduating

+ O: satisfactory audit-no credit earned
+ U: unsatisfactory audit-no credit earned

Students may not elect to take a regularly graded course pass/fail. A
student may only convert a grade earned (subject to the policy) to a
“pass.” Students may, if in good standing, elect to convert to a “pass” one
course grade that was graded by a letter grade. This option is governed
by the Grade Conversion Policy. Students can request that a faculty
member explain how the student was graded, but there is no appeal
process for a grade. Grade review is encouraged.

Incomplete Grade

An incomplete becomes an “F” if the work is not completed by the last
day of classes of the following regular semester, or if the postponed
work has not been completed satisfactorily by the date specified by the
instructor. A degree will not be conferred if an incomplete grade is on a
student’s record.

JD Grade Conversion Policy
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A law student may not choose to take a regularly graded course pass/
fail. However, the Law School permits third-year students to convert one
Law School letter-graded course to a grade of P (pass) by submitting a
request during their final semester of law school. The procedure for doing
so is as follows:

The Law School permits only a grade conversion of an earned grade
of C or higher to a Pass grade.

A law student may not convert a grade earned in any required class,
including a course taken to meet the Writing Requirement, or in JD
students’ courses that meet a concentration requirement, unless the
student has successfully completed a second course or an alternate
course to satisfy the Writing Requirement.

The option to convert a grade must be exercised in the final semester
of study (for J.D. students, typically the spring semester of the third
year.

+ For J.D.#students, the request for conversion should be
submitted by the third week of the final semester to have the
conversion included in the new semester class rank. If not
submitted by the third week,#the request must be made no later
than April 1 if spring is the final semester; November 1, if fall is
the final semester; or July 1, if summer is the final semester.

The grade must have been earned for J.D. students#after the first
year and before the final semester of law school.

+ Once exercised, the conversion is irrevocable.

The option can be exercised only by submission of the Grade
Conversion survey form, made available to students in their final
semester.

In exercising this option, a student must adhere to any other policies
governing eligibility for earning pass-fail credits.

JD Grade Review Policy

Students have a right to meet with professors regarding their
performance on examinations, papers, presentations, class participation,
externship or clinic journals, or any other work submitted in partial or
complete satisfaction of the requirements for credit in any course offered
by William & Mary Law School. The nature of the conversation is not to
dispute the grade; rather, it is for the student to learn more about:

+ The strengths and weaknesses of the examination, paper,
presentations, class participation, externship or clinic journals, or any
other work.

+ The general grading scale is utilized to evaluate the work.

+ The relative ranking of the work when measured against the quality of
all other work in the class.

If a student believes a member of the faculty has not complied in some
material respect with the substantive right discussed above, a formal
notification of dissatisfaction may be filed in writing with the Vice Dean.
The Vice Dean will take immediate steps to ascertain whether:

+ There has been a failure by the faculty member to adhere to the
substantive standards prescribed above, or

+ Whether the formal notice of dissatisfaction is without reasonable
foundation.

If a student is dissatisfied with a determination by the Vice Dean that a
faculty member is in substantive compliance, or if the student believes
that efforts to remedy an asserted noncompliance by a faculty member
have not produced satisfactory results, the student may submit an appeal
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to the Academic Advisory Committee. If either the faculty member or the
student concerned is dissatisfied with the action taken by the Academic
Advisory Committee, a protest of the Committee’s action may be filed

in writing with the Dean of the Law School. The Dean’s decision will be
the final adjudication of this dispute between the faculty member and
student concerned.

Mandatory Grade Policy

Type of Class Minimum Target GPA  Maximum Grade
GPA GPA Distribution

(described
below)

First-year 3.25 3.30 3.35 Must

doctrinal substantially

courses follow
distribution
as
determined
by the Vice
Dean

Professional 3.25 3.30 3.35 Must

Responsibility substantially

(regardless of follow

size) distribution
as
determined
by the Vice
Dean

Upper-level  3.25 3.30 3.35 Should follow

courses of distribution

30 or more to the extent

students practicable

Upper-level  3.20 3.30 3.40 Should follow

courses of distribution

10to 29 to the extent

students practicable

All sections  3.20 3.30 3.40 Should follow

of LPP Legal distribution

Research to the extent

& Writing practicable

(regardless of

size)

All Courses  3.20 N/A 3.50 Should follow

that Satisfy distribution

the Upper- to the extent

Level Writing practicable

Requirement

Upper-level  3.20 N/A 3.70 N/A

courses of

9 or fewer

students

Clinics 3.20 N/A 3.70 N/A

(regardless of

size)

Limits on Mean GPA

+ Faculty shall ensure that the mean grade for each class falls between
the maximum and minimum grade means described above.

+ Faculty should not treat the upper (or lower) bounds as the target
grade mean for their classes and should seek a target mean of 3.30 in
classes enrolling 10 or more students.

Limits on JD Curve

If professors give different assessments to different cohorts within the
same course (e.g., paper and exam), only one curve will be applied to all
students.

Distribution of Grades

+ A (including A+ if available - 10%
+ A- (A minus) - 20%

+ B+ (B plus) - 35%

* B-20%

+ B- (B minus) or below - 15%

Legal Practice Program

Grading in all first-year Lawyering Skills classes shall be on an Honors/
Pass/Low Pass/Fail scale. The Director of the Legal Practice Program
shall supervise and coordinate grading in the Program and seek
substantial uniformity in distribution across its sections.

Trial Advocacy

Trial Advocacy (Law 720) is offered in multiple sessions each semester.
Eligibility for a High Pass (or Honors) grade will be determined based on
the total number of students enrolled across all sections rather than on a
per-section basis.

Grade of A+

A single grade of A+ may (but need not) be awarded in a class with 30 or
more students. No grade of A+ may be awarded in a class of fewer than
30 students.

Certain Students Not Counted

Solely for purposes of establishing compliance with the Grading Policy,
faculty shall disregard the following students:

+ LL.M. students
+ Other non-J.D. students
+ Students are awarded a grade of D or F.

Example: 32 students are enrolled in Taxation of Derivatives. Of the

32 students, one is an LL.M. student, and one is a non-J.D. Graduate
business student. The faculty member awards one J.D. student a grade of
D. All other students receive grades of C- or better. To satisfy the Grading
Policy, the grade mean of the 29 J.D. students receiving a C- or better
must fall between 3.20 and 3.40 (the range for a 29-student class).



The Grading Policy does not establish standards for grading LL.M. and
other non-J.D. students.

Grades may be based on the results of assigned written work wholly or
may include class participation.

Transferring Grades

Students must receive permission to visit another ABA-accredited school
or an abroad program. Contact the Associate Dean of Student Affairs

& Academic Support when beginning to plan this venture for the proper
procedure to receive such permission. Students must have all courses
approved through the Law School Registrar (lawreg@wm.edu) prior to
the end of the host school’s add/drop period. Students must receive a C
or better in approved courses for the credits to be applied to a student’s
William & Mary Law degree. We will accept as transfer credits no more
than one-third of the credits required for the William & Mary law degree.
A grade of P will be applied to the W&M transcript for all accepted credits
earned. Credits will not be accepted for courses that are determined to be
substantially equivalent to a William & Mary Law School course that the
student has also taken.

Students who choose to visit away during their third year must request
permission to do so by following specific instructions. Students who
choose to study abroad (https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/
studyabroad/semesterexchange/) have several methods of doing so. In
both cases, course selection must be approved through the Vice Dean
prior to the conclusion of the host school’s add/drop period, and an
official transcript showing courses taken, grades and credits earned
must be sent to the Law School Registrar (lawreg@wm.edu) before the
approved credits can be applied to the W&M law degree. Please contact
the Law School Registrar (lawreg@wm.edu) for more information.
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Graduation

Students are required to apply online for graduation beginning February
15, but no later than September 1, in the calendar year prior to their
graduation date. For the Class of 2027 J.D., LL.M. or MLS seeking
students, if graduating in January, May, or August 2027, students are
required to apply online for graduation beginning February 15, 2026, but
no later than the September 1, 2026, deadline. Students who do not meet
the September 1st deadline will have a hold placed on their record that
may delay their final semester of registration or graduation and may
result in their being at risk of not being included in critical graduation-
related mailings and updates and not having their name listed in the
graduation program.

Filing for Graduation: Students filing for graduation must complete an
Online Graduation Application (https://my.wm.edu/) in Banner. Students
are responsible for paying a one-time, non-refundable graduation fee,
currently $150.00, to be charged to the student’s account on the initial
filing date. Only first-time filers can use the online filing process. If a
student is unable to complete the requirements for graduation by the
date specified, the student must notify the Law School Registrar in order
to re-file for a new graduation date. There is no additional graduation fee
charge for re-filing.

Conferral of Degrees: William & Mary confers degrees in January, May,
and August of each year. The commencement ceremony is in May.
Graduates of the same calendar year, by default, are invited to participate
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in this commencement ceremony. Degree recipients from the previous
August are recognized and invited if they did not attend the previous
year's commencement ceremony.

Students are advised to review on an ongoing basis, and especially

after each registration period, their DegreeWorks evaluation in Banner
(https://my.wm.edu/) under the “Records” menu. DegreeWorks is

a comprehensive audit of coursework that is measured against the
requirements for the J.D. or LL.M. degree. It provides a comprehensive
review of a student’s academic history and will assist in identifying
outstanding requirements. When accessing DegreeWorks, remember to
click on the icon next to the “Last Refresh” field to ensure the most recent
data is available. Useful information regarding the application may be
found at Understanding Your Degree Audit (https://www.wm.edu/offices/
registrar/degree-progress/degree-audit/) and Reading an Audit in Degree
Works (https://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/degree-progress/degree-
audit/).

Get ready for graduation:

1. Run a degree audit
2. Check the account for holds

3. Submit a graduation application (available online for the Class of
2027 only; students graduating at the end of fall 2026, spring 2027, or
summer 2027)

Go to myW&M (https://my.wm.edu/) and click the Banner button

+ Log in to Banner Self Service
+ Select Student
+ Select Student Records

Select Apply to Graduate
Select the most current term on the “Term Selection” page.

Select the radio button next to the primary degree. Press Continue.

+ Select the graduation date from the drop-down box. Press Continue.

+ Select hometown information for printing in the Commencement
Book by choosing “New” in the drop-down box. Hometown
information - Street Lines 2 & 3 are NOT required. Press Continue.

+ Follow the instructions for entering the city and state (or nation) for
printing in the Commencement Book. Press Continue.

+ View the summary to be sure all the information is correct, then hit

Submit Request.

A one-time, non-refundable Graduation Fee will be charged to student
accounts. To view an itemized list of fees, visit the Tuition & Fees web

page.

Please note, if there is a hold(s) on record, students will not be able to use
the online application until the hold is removed.

No Curricula Error

If trying to use the online application and receive a “No Curricula” error,
that means Banner has an expected graduation term as something other
than 2027.

+ JD Law Students who receive a “No Curricula” error should contact
the Law School Registrar's program for assistance.

+ Once submitted, if students need to make any changes to the
diploma name, please contact the University Graduation Coordinator.

Missed the Application Deadline?
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Failure to apply to graduate before the deadline may impact the

number of commencement tickets available, inclusion of name in the
commencement book, and the awarding of the degree. Please apply by
the deadline. If the deadline is missed, Law students will have a hold
placed on their record that may delay registration or graduation, and must
contact the Law School Registrar to discuss options for filing late.

There is no need to confirm the application to the Law School Registrar once
submitted online. Students can verify submission after 48 hours via the
Banner (https://my.wm.edu/) student account, using the ‘Degree Works’
link under ‘Student Records’; status will be listed in the top block labeled
‘Graduation Application Status’ as either ‘applied’ or ‘not applied.

Honor System

The honor system is one of the most cherished traditions of the College
and Law School. It assumes that principles of honorable conduct are
familiar and dear to all students, and hence dishonorable acts will not be
tolerated. The honor system is administered by students with the advice
of the faculty and the highest administrative officers of the College, all
of whom share a deep interest in the maintenance of high standards of
honor. Students found guilty of cheating, stealing or lying are subject to
dismissal. As a student, you have a responsibility to read, understand,
and follow the tenets of the Honor Code (https://www.wm.edu/offices/
communityvalues/sarp/honorcodeandcouncils/honorcode/).

return to top

Honors

Latin Honors

Latin Honors are awarded to the Juris Doctor graduating class. This
notation will appear both on the transcript and the diploma. The honors
are designated as:

+ Cum Laude, meaning “with distinction,” is awarded to students whose
rounded rank GPA places them in the top 25% of the graduating
class.

Magna Cum Laude, meaning “with great distinction,” is awarded to
students whose rounded rank GPA places them in the top 10% of the
graduating class.

Summa Cum Laude, meaning “with highest distinction,” is awarded to
students whose rounded rank GPA places them in the top 3% of the
graduating class.

Order of the Coif

The Order of the Coif is a national scholastic honor society in law. Its
purpose is “to foster a spirit of careful study and to mark in a fitting
manner those who have attained a high grade of scholarship” in the study
of law. The English Order of the Coif was the most ancient and one of
the most honored institutions of the common law. Its origins possibly
antedated the Norman Conquest. The American Order of the Coif was
founded in 1912. Membership in the Order of the Coif is the highest
accolade a law student may achieve; it is equivalent to membership in
Phi Beta Kappa for undergraduates. Order of the Coif recognizes the
scholastic achievement of students selected from the exact top ten
percent of their class upon graduation. Only those students who earn
75% of their required credits for graduation through William & Mary Law
School graded credits are eligible for induction into the William & Mary

Chapter of the Order of the Coif. Consequently, transfer students are
rarely eligible for induction.

Inclement Weather

In the event that the University is closed and in-person classes are
cancelled, this means that the Law School building is also closed and
students, faculty, and staff will not have access to the building.

In the event that the message indicates that "in-person classes are
cancelled,’ or simply that "classes are cancelled, faculty may choose
to hold class remotely at the regularly scheduled time; students
should confirm with their instructor and not assume attendance
online at the scheduled time will be an option and should be fully
prepared to participate even if online.

Faculty will communicate directly with their students as earlier as
possible regarding their class, and throughout any closure or delay.

If a faculty member elects not to hold class remotely at the regularly
scheduled time, the class will be rescheduled as a makeup session or
assigned recorded lectures, additional reading assignments, or other
instructional activities in accordance with ABA requirements.

Independent Coursework

Students may take supervised independent projects with the approval
of a full-time Law School professor. Independent coursework is not
available for MLS students. Supervised independent study with an
adjunct professor requires approval from the Vice Dean. When students
become interested in a specific topic within an area of the law, they are
encouraged to pursue this topic, either one-on-one or in a small group,
under the direction of a full-time faculty member, obtain the professor’s
permission on the Directed_Independent Project form (https://
law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jd/electives/studentarranged/),
and submit it to the Law School Registrar (lawreg@wm.edu) for
administrative registration. A student must complete and submit an
independent project(s) by the last day of exams for the semester of
enrollment. The Law School does not grant extensions except under
extraordinary circumstances. The instructor and Vice Dean must
approve a request for an extension. Combination degree students

may not take non-law courses outside of their prescribed program of
study. Independent projects include:

+ Directed Reading: A maximum of five students may read and discuss
the topic with a professor. Typically, this course is pure discussion
and is an examination of a specialized subject that is generally
not offered as a course within our curriculum on a regular basis.

This course is arranged between an individual student or group of
students (maximum 5) through readings selected in agreement with
the directing faculty member and students. Prior approval by the Vice
Dean is required. Students are limited to one Directed Reading credit
per year. Graded on a pass/fail basis. No written product is expected.
Students may earn credit for no more than one Directed Reading
project per academic year (summer through spring). The course earns
one credit hour and is pass/fail.

Directed Research: The student will conduct research on specified

legal topics and will report on the research to a supervising faculty
member. Reports may be written or oral. The student’s reports may
be in written or oral form. Activities such as formatting documents
for publication, Bluebooking, and the like do not qualify. The faculty
member will provide feedback to the student. The total amount

of faculty-student interaction and the student'’s independent work
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must equal at least three hours per week. No more than two credits
of Directed Research may count toward graduation. Only full-time
faculty may supervise. Permission of the faculty member and the
Vice Dean is required. A maximum of two credits during a student’s
entire academic career may be earned in Directed Research. The
course is pass/fail.

Independent Legal Research: This course requires the completion of a
short, ten-page, scholarly research paper on a subject selected by the
student, under the supervision of a faculty member. Does not satisfy
the writing requirement. Students may earn an unlimited number of
Independent Legal Research credits throughout their studies. The
course is one credit hour and is graded on a standard letter grade.

Independent Legal Writing: An independent writing paper equivalent
to a law review article (in excess of 20 pages) does not meet the
upper-level writing requirement. This course does not fulfill the
second-year writing requirement. Students may earn no more than
four Independent Legal Writing credits in total or may enroll in this
course and/or Law 705 no more than twice. The course earns two
credit hours and is standard letter-graded.

Independent Legal Writing Requirement: An independent writing
paper that requires completion of a significant research paper of at
least 30 pages and meets the upper-level writing requirement. This
course will meet the second-year writing requirement. Students may
enroll in this course and/or Law 705 no more than twice. The course
earns two credit hours and is standard letter-graded.

Both independent legal research and independent legal writing should
evolve through four major stages, each of which should occur in
consultation with the supervising faculty member, according to the
guidelines:

Topic Development: students should produce a succinct, coherent
topic statement that sets out the thesis of the proposed paper, and
should occur prior to registration in the Independent Writing course.
The statement should be attached to the Independent Writing form
and submitted to the Law School registrar to trigger registration in
the course.

Outline: students should produce a reasonably comprehensive
outline of the paper, including a statement of the basic steps in the
argument, the major sources used, and the tentative conclusion or
comparable writing.

First Draft: students will produce at least one draft of the paper. The
drafts should be submitted with sufficient time for the supervising
faculty member to make comments and for the student to respond to
those comments in the form of a subsequent draft. Normally, the first
draft should be submitted to the supervising faculty member by the
end of the tenth week of classes.

Final Draft: students will submit the final draft by noon on the last day
of exams for the registered semester, or earlier as designated by the
professor. For summer terms, a student will submit the final draft on
the last day of class or earlier as designated by the professor.
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Law School Courses in Washington, D.C.

Consistent with ABA requirements, students may not earn more than
sixteen credits through participation in metropolitan Washington, D.C.-
based courses, including externships, courses offered through the
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Election Law program, or any other course where instruction or field work
takes place in metropolitan Washington, D.C.

Non-Degree Seeking Enroliment

Per our accrediting body standards, the American Bar Association (ABA),
Juris Doctor (JD) coursework taken prior to matriculation as a JD degree-
seeking student does not transfer nor count toward a JD should you
ultimately begin a Law program at William & Mary Law School, nor any
other ABA Law School. Because the Law School’s enrollment of full-time
residential JD and LLM degree candidates normally equals or exceeds
authorized enrollment levels, enrollment of non-degree students desiring
to audit classes or to take classes for credit, whether or not to be applied
to another degree program at William and Mary or elsewhere, must be
limited. Accordingly, the following policies will be applied:

+ Course Enrollment Limitations

+ Non-degree candidate requests to take classes at the College of
William and Mary School of Law will be considered on a “space
available” basis. Space availability will be determined as of the
last day of the “Add/Drop” period and according to enrollment
limits established by the Law School; administrative registration
will take place following the end of add/drop. In addition, the
consent of the instructor is required before enrollment in a
particular course is permitted.

Requests to audit first-year courses, those required for a Juris
Doctor degree, or designated as “seminars,” or those courses
designated as “Pass-Fail," or those designated as “experiential”
will not be approved.

No more than two non-degree candidate students will be
permitted to enroll in a class. In the event that more than two
requests are received for a single class, the requests will be
processed on a “first-come/first-served” basis, subject to the
priority policy described below.

Attorneys licensed to practice law may enroll in no more than two
courses per semester.

Students enrolled in a degree program at other accredited
universities, where the credit earned from the law school

course will be applied toward the student’s degree (assuming
satisfactory performance as determined by the home school), will
be given priority for enrollment purposes. Students enrolled in
other degree programs at the College of William and Mary will be
given priority over students from other universities.

+ Non-degree students other than attorneys licensed to practice
law may enroll in no more than one J.D. or LL.M. residential
course per semester.

Non-degree students registering for non-JD courses may take up
to 8 credit hours for one semester.
+ Class Participation:

* Non-degree students who are auditing classes are not permitted
to participate in classroom exercises or take exams.

+ All non-degree students must comply with the Law School's
policies regarding student conduct and use of facilities.

+ Grading:

+ Non-degree students who are requesting enroliment where the
credits earned will be transferred to their degree program may
enroll for a grade.

+ Non-degree students who are attorneys may enroll for a grade.
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Non-degree students who are neither pursuing a degree where the
credits earned will be applied to their transcript nor are attorneys
will be permitted to enroll only as an auditor.

Non-degree students registering for non-JD courses must specify
if they wish the course to be graded or audited at the time of
registration.

The Law School will not certify to anyone that a non-degree
candidate auditing a class has “completed” course requirements
or make any other representations concerning attendance or
performance. The Law School will, however, certify that a student
is enrolled in the class on an audit basis.

Students enrolled in other degree programs who enroll in courses
at the Law School for credit to be applied toward another degree
do not receive credit towards a degree from the College of William
and Mary School of Law.

The Law School’s grading system, standards and policies will not
be modified.
+ Registration:

+ Senior citizens are entitled to enroll pursuant to the provisions
of the Senior Citizens Higher Education Act of 1974, as amended
(Va. Code §23-38.54 et seq.) and must file a certificate affirming
their senior citizen status.

If claiming in-state tuition, the appropriate Domicile Form must
accompany registration.

Instructor permission is required for all courses and must
accompany registration.

Non-degree students (whether students of the College of William
and Mary or of another institution) who request that earned
credits be applied to their degree must present a letter of good
standing from their dean that also states that credits earned at
the College of William and Mary School of Law will be applied to
the student’s degree.

Non-LAW Coursework

A law student may earn a maximum of six W&M non-Law school credits
(subject listing other than LAW) toward the Juris Doctor degree, and must
be in both academic and judicial good standing to request and receive
approval. The deadline to request is the end of add/drop of the semester
in which the course takes place. Approval requires that a student is

in both academic and judicial good standing at William & Mary. After
obtaining faculty permission on the form, the student must submit a Non-
Law School Course Request (https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/
jd/electives/studentarranged/form_non-lawcourserequest_.pdf) to the
Law Registrar (lawreg@wm.edu) in order to request or receive non-

law course credit. A student must explain how the non-law course is
necessary for their law career goals. An approved non-law course:

may not involve essentially the same material covered in a course
previously taken by the student

must be offered at a graduate or advanced undergraduate level,
except for good cause shown (e.g., an introductory course in a foreign
language)

should be intellectually and academically rigorous

significantly advances the student’s legal and/or professional training

Students must earn a grade of C or better before the credits transfer to
the law degree. Note: credits transfer to the law degree, not the grade.
The credits are “pass” and are subject to the 25 percent limitation on
ungraded academic credits allowed towards the law degree. A law

student may also register for non-law school courses without earning
credit toward the Juris Doctor degree.

Pass/Fail Credits

If a course is designated pass/fail, it will be listed as such as part of

the course information in the PATH (https://registration.wm.edu/)
registration platform. Students are required to earn at least 75% of their
credits by standard letter grade to graduate from William & Mary Law
School. Currently, this means students must have at least 65 credits by
standard letter grade. Students may not choose to take a graded course
pass/fail. Students may, however, select one grade of ‘C’ or better to
convert to a pass per the Grade Conversion Policy.

Professional Conduct

It's the student’s obligation to conduct themselves in a manner
commensurate with the educational purposes of our school. Students
are required to adhere to the Code of Student Conduct as well as any Law
School-specific policy. Infractions can result in disciplinary action by the
Law School, the University, or both.

Registration Rules

+ Registration is facilitated using PATH (https://registration.wm.edu/),
and students will log in using their W&M credentials. Law students
will build and use only the Primary Cart in PATH. Courses in an
Alternate Cart will not be registered.

Seminar - during the 24-hour priority registration period to the

first day of add/drop, students may register for only one seminar;
does not include one-credit short or mini courses as a seminar. If
space is available during the schedule adjustment period, students
may register for a second. Students who disregard this rule will be
disenrolled from all but one seminar the day following their priority
registration period.

Clinic - during the 24-hour priority registration period, students may
register for only one clinic. If space is available during add/drop,
students may register for a second. Students who disregard this
rule will be disenrolled from all but one clinic the day following their
priority registration period.

Writing Requirement - all JD students will register for LAW 140
(Advanced Practice), or a course designated as meeting the Legal
Writing Requirement (LWWR attribute) during their second or third
year.

Professional Responsibility - all JD students must register for

either LAW 115 (Professional Responsibility) or LAW 117 (The Legal
Profession). LAW 115 or LAW 117 is a graduation requirement and

is required for a third-year practice certificate. Students may wish to
take this requirement as a 2L to enable them to try court cases in the
summer before the 3L year or during the 3L year (LAW 309 Evidence
is also required for a third-year practice certificate).

Earned Credits Requirements - JD students must earn a minimum
of 10 credit hours in each semester, including during students’ final
semester prior to graduation, regardless of the number of remaining
credits needed to meet graduation requirements, and must earn a
minimum of 20 credit hours in an academic year.

Maximum Registered Credits - students may register for no more
than 17 credit hours in a semester. During priority registration
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for current students, this 17-credit-hour maximum includes both
registered and waitlisted (WL) courses. Students who disregard the
maximum registered credits rule during priority registration will be
disenrolled from WL courses until their total reaches 17 credit hours,
including both registered and wait-listed courses. Once the schedule
adjustment opens, students may then register for an unlimited
number of waitlisted credits.

Time Conflict - students may not register for courses that have a time
conflict (courses that meet at the same time or overlap for any length
of time) unless they comply with the Course Time Conflict Rule.
(https://law.wm.edu/academics/howto/register/Course%200verlap
%20Rule.php) Under the Course Time Conflict Policy, students may
request a time conflict override to allow them to miss up to two
sessions of a semester-long course or externship to attend a mini/
short/externship course. Students must first obtain permission via
email from the professor prior to registration for the class(es) that will
be missed and forward it to the Law Registrar. A registration override
will then be coded to enable registration for both classes. Students
are encouraged to seek permission as soon as feasible in the event
that they are on a wait list for one of the classes, so they will have
the authorization in place if they are notified that a waitlisted seat
has become available. Students may not request to miss a short-

or mini-course or externship class, nor request an override for an
ongoing semester-long overlap (i.e., ten minutes every class), nor

for two classes scheduled at the same time, regardless of whether
class(es) meet in person or remotely. The administration will not
accommodate any request to modify this policy, even if a professor
provides permission.

Wait List - when registering for a waitlist (https://law.wm.edu/
academics/howto/register/Registration%20Wait%20Lists.php) for

a course, students must affirmatively select to do so from the drop-
down menu for that course. Information and guidelines available at
PATH (https://law.wm.edu/academics/howto/register/Registration
%20Wait%20Lists.php) Automated Wait Listing (https://law.wm.edu/
academics/howto/register/Registration%20Wait%20Lists.php).
(https://law.wm.edu/academics/howto/register/Registration%20Wait
%20Lists.php)

JD Online Coursework - In full compliance with ABA Standard 306,
JD students may receive credit for no more than a total of 28 credit
hours of distance education course credit. Students are responsible
for monitoring the number of online credits earned.

+ Add/drop - students may not drop a course once add/drop has ended.

Registration Updates (add/drop or withdrawal)
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Changes requested by JD or residential LL.M. students must be approved
by the Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs. A J.D. student may not drop
or withdraw from a course after the last day of classes.

Refund Policy

All changes in student schedules must be done in accordance

with relevant deadlines as indicated in the Law School Academic
Calendar. Any changes requested after the close of registration require
approval of the instructor(s) involved. Students may not add courses
after the last day for changes in registration. If a student drops a course
or courses before add/drop ends, the course or courses dropped will be
removed from the student’s record.

For a J.D. student who drops a course or courses after the add/drop
period ends through the last day of classes, the grade of “W" or “F" will
be awarded by the instructor in the course, depending upon whether the
student was passing at the time the course was dropped. If a student
does not complete a course, the grade of “W” or “F” will be awarded by
the instructor in the course, with the approval of the Assistant Dean for
Academic Affairs and the appropriate Law School authorities, depending
upon whether the student was passing at the time the course ended.

Full-time students who withdraw from William & Mary before the end

of the first week of law classes in each semester are eligible for a full
refund (less any deposits or advance payments required by the College
as evidence of the student's intent to enroll). Full-time students who
withdraw after the first week of classes are eligible for a refund of the
tuition and fees according to this schedule. Students who withdraw after
the sixth week of classes are not eligible for a refund.

+ Between the end of the first and second week of classes; 80%.
+ Between the end of the second and third week of classes; 70%.
+ Between the end of the third and fourth week of classes; 60%.
+ Between the end of the fourth and fifth week of classes; 50%.

+ Between the end of the fifth and sixth week of classes; 40%.

Retaking a Course

Except for courses that are specifically designated in the catalog as
repeatable for credit, no course in which a student receives a passing,
incomplete, or deferred grade may be repeated except as an audit. For a
required course to satisfy the course requirements, a grade of D or above
must be earned in the course. A grade deficiency in a required course,
first-year writing requirement, or ethics may be made up by retaking the
course and passing with a grade of D or better or by completing another
course from the required group with a grade of D or better. In the case
of non-required coursework, courses may not be repeated. If a course
with a grade of F is repeated, both the initial and new grades earned are
included in computations of quality point requirements.

return to top
Return of Title IV

The amount that students with Title IV Federal Aid (Federal PELL, Federal
Subsidized and Unsubsidized Stafford, Federal SEOG, Federal Work
Study, Federal Perkins, Federal PLUS) who withdraw from school will be
calculated in compliance with Federal regulations. A statutory schedule
is used to determine the amount of Title IV funds a student has earned
as of the date the student withdraws or ceases attendance. If a student
withdraws from college prior to completing 60% of a semester, the
Financial Aid Office must recalculate the student's eligibility for all Title
IV federal funds. In addition, the same refund guidelines control all other
aid funds, except for private or alternative loans. Recalculation is based
on a percentage of earned aid using the following Federal Return of Title
IV funds formula:

Percent of aid earned = the number of days completed up to the
withdrawal date, divided by the total days in the semester. (Any break of
five days or more is not counted as part of the days in the semester.)

Funds are returned to the appropriate federal program based on the
percent of unearned aid using the following formula:

Aid to be returned = (100% minus the percent earned) multiplied by the
amount of aid disbursed toward institutional charges.
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For more information, please visit the Bursar's Office website (http://
www.wm.edu/offices/financialoperations/sa/refunds/).

Students Requesting Accommodations

It is the policy of William & Mary to accommodate students with
disabilities and qualifying diagnosed conditions in accordance with
federal and state laws. Any student who feels s/he may need an
accommodation based on the impact of a learning, psychiatric, physical,
or chronic health diagnosis should contact Student Accessibility Services
staff at 757-221-2512 or at sas@wm.edu (sas@wm.edu?subject=LAW
%20Student%20SAS) to determine if accommodations are warranted and
to obtain an official letter of accommodation.

Student Accessibility Services (https://www.wm.edu/offices/
studentsuccess/studentaccessibilityservices/) fosters student
independence, encourages self-determination, emphasizes
accommodation over limitation, and creates a comprehensively
accessible environment to ensure that individuals are viewed on the basis
of ability, not disability. If Student Accessibility Services determines that
accommodations are warranted, the staff will work with the Associate
Dean for Student Affairs & Academic Support (brwall@wm.edu) to
implement such accommodations at the Law School. Please stop in

to see the Associate Dean for Student Affairs & Academic Support
(brwall@wm.edu) for assistance in starting the process of seeking
accommodation.

Study Abroad

The modern practice of law is increasingly international in nature.
Students may find it beneficial to devote part of their J.D. education to
legal instruction in a foreign location. The Law School supports study
abroad opportunities where course offerings advance the educational
objective of expanding student learning to encompass the study of
foreign legal systems.

Semester Exchange Programs (https://law.wm.edu/academics/
programs/studyabroad/semesterexchange/)

ABA International Opportunities (https://law.wm.edu/academics/
programs/studyabroad/abainternational/)

Taking courses

A student is deemed to have taken a course if that student was properly
registered in a course for the required number of academic credit hours

and received a grade, including a failing grade. A student is not deemed

to have taken a course when the student withdraws from a course prior

to its completion. A failing grade in a course is included in calculating a

student’s grade point average but results in zero credits awarded toward
the number of credits required to graduate.

Transcripts

The transcript is the complete record of all academic work attempted

at William & Mary, regardless of degree-seeking status or program level.
Not only does it reflect academic history, but it also serves to verify

and distinguish the degree(s). While corrections could be made to a
transcript to correct grade or credit hours earned, upon degree conferral,
the academic record is sealed, and no change will be made. William &

Mary does not print class ranks on either the unofficial or the official
transcript. Students requiring a statement of class rank should contact
the Law School Registrar (lawreg@wm.edu?subject=Class%20Rank).

« Official Transcript - must be ordered through the University Registrar's
Office. A fee is charged for each official transcript and mailed directly
to a third party (such as an employer or a Bar) or may be picked up by
or mailed to a student.

+ Unofficial Transcript - available for currently enrolled
students and alumni with access to Banner Self Service
to view or print web self-service unofficial transcripts.
Students may generate formatted unofficial transcripts
using the “Unofficial Transcript Template” in W&M Law OCS
TWEN (https://signon.thomsonreuters.com/?fwdURL%3d
%252fDocForums%252fDocumentMainList.aspx%253fmainTopicID
%253d13720249%2526courselD%253d236801%2526forumDBID
%253d1089006%2526postinglD%253d13720249%2526pagetitle
%253dTranscripts%25252c%252bReferences%252b
%252526%252bWriting%252bSamples&bhcp=1).

Withdrawal from Course

JD students wishing to withdraw from a course (or courses) after the
add/drop period ends may apply to the Law School Dean of Students for
approval. Generally, JD and residential LL.M. students may withdraw from
a course through the last day of class (not exams). If approved, a grade of
“W" will appear on the transcript for each course.

Withdrawal from Semester or Leave of Absence

What happens if a student needs a break from school, there are family
obligations that require a student to be at home, or a personal emergency
that prevents a student from remaining in school?

Complete a formal request (https://law.wm.edu/
academics/whatabout/leavingschool/
leaveofabsence_transfer_withdrawal_studyabroad_fillable_2022.pdf)
and send it to the Law Dean of Students (brwall@wm.edu) as soon

as possible. The Dean will work with the student to create a course of
action that allows the student to take care of personal needs and return
to school within one year. As a matter of right, all law students may
take a leave of absence from William & Mary Law School for up to one
calendar year. A request for a withdrawal of leave of absence must be
made by the last day of classes to avoid responsibility for end-of-term
final exams, papers, and projects. If a student does not return within
one year but subsequently does want to continue a legal education with
us, the student must petition the Academic Advisory Committee to do
so. Reinstatement following a leave of more than one year (two regular
semesters, either fall and spring or spring and fall) can only be granted
with their approval and the concurrence of the Dean.

First-year students who elect to take a leave of absence during their first
year spring semester may not return in the fall immediately following and
must wait to return to their studies in the following spring.

Tuition and Fees (http://www.wm.edu/offices/financialoperations/sa/
tuition/withdrawals/) are prorated based on the withdrawal date (https://
www.wm.edu/offices/financialoperations/sa/tuition/withdrawals/), and
students are advised to determine the specific financial implications that
may occur as a result of a leave or withdrawal.
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What happens if a student just doesn't return to law school?

The permanent record will contain the note “Unofficial Withdrawal” and
will have no right to readmission. If students subsequently do want to
continue a legal education with us, they must petition the Academic
Advisory Committee to do so. Readmission can only be granted with their
approval and the concurrence of the Dean.

Students will be charged tuition and fees if not officially withdraw from
the College prior to the start of the semester.

What happens if a student wants to finish a legal education but needs to
or wishes to be in another location?

Sometimes personal reasons may necessitate being in another location
or wishing to take advantage of another ABA-accredited program during
the final year of law school. In these cases, students request permission
to visit away through the Associate Dean for Student Affairs & Academic
Support (brwall@wm.edu). If granted, students will attend and pay tuition
to the host school for either one or two semesters of the final year.

When not registered as a full-time student at William & Mary Law School,
students are not eligible to receive scholarships or fellowships from W&M
Law.

Students are still required to accumulate a minimum number of William
& Mary Law School courses through a standard letter grade. If visiting
for only one semester, the minimum is 65 graded credits. If visiting for
two semesters, the minimum is 50 graded credits. Students visiting away
for the fall semester only during their third year must have earned at
least 48 standard letter-graded credits by the end of the second year

to be approved. Students visiting away for the spring semester during
their third year must have earned at least 65 standard letter-graded
credits by the end of the fall semester prior to their study away. All other
course requirements must be satisfied at William & Mary Law School.
The approved credits earned with a grade of “C” or better at the host
school will be transferred to the William & Mary law degree. Credits will be
applied only upon receipt of an official transcript from the host school.

See all the rules regarding visiting away on this form (https://
law.wm.edu/academics/whatabout/leavingschool/visit-away-policy-
and-form1_07012022.pdf). This form, as well as the petition to visit
(with reason for wanting to visit away, list of schools attempting to

visit, and list of courses intending to register in) and a current academic
transcript, should be submitted to the Associate Dean of Student Affairs
& Academic Support (brwall@wm.edu).

return to top

J.D. Cost of Attendance (2026-2027 Academic Year),
Financial Aid & Scholarships

The Cost of Attendance is the estimated total cost for the nine months
(two semesters) that one is enrolled in law school. It is important to note
that students, if eligible, may borrow up to, but not to exceed, the Cost of
Attendance as determined by each school. The William & Mary Board of
Visitors reviews and approves graduate tuition and fees on an annual basis.
Students should plan for a yearly increase in tuition and fees. Please note the
university provides a detailed breakdown of tuition and fees for all graduate
programs for the academic year, including the Law School, on its website
(https://www.wm.edu/admission/tuition/graduate/#law).

Tuition and Fees Residential Incoming 1L J.D. Students
Estimated 2026-2027 annual costs for graduate new J.D. incoming first
year students:
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Cost In-State Out-of-State
Direct Costs

Tuition - Incoming 1L $39,754 66,046
JD

University Fees* $7,368 7,939
Indirect Costs

Living Allowance $19,100 19,100
(including food and

housing)*

Books & Supplies $1,150 1,150
Transportation $2,200 2,200
Personal Expenses $2,520 2,520
Average Federal Loan $613 613
Fees

Total Cost of $§72,705 99,568
Attendance

Tuition and Fees Residential Continuing & Transfer J.D. 2L & 3L
Students

Estimated 2026-2027 annual costs for graduate J.D. continuing and
transfer law students:

Cost In-State Out-of-State
Direct Costs

Tuition - Residential $39,754 $66,046
Continuing J.D. and

Transfer

Fees - Continuing J.D.  $6,991 7,562
and Transfer

Indirect Costs

Living Expenses, $20,319 20,319
including food and

housing*

Books & Supplies $1,116 1,116
Transportation $2,340 2,340
Personal Expenses $2,680 2,680
Average Federal Loan $218 218

Fees

*The living allowance noted includes rent, utilities, food, transportation
and miscellaneous personal expenses.

In comparing scholarships at each school to which students have
applied, it is important to compare the Net Cost of Attendance. To arrive
at the actual net cost of attendance (and to compare the value of any
scholarship students have been offered), use this simple formula: Total
Cost of Attendance minus any scholarship awarded equals Net Cost of
Attendance.

Merit-Based Financial Aid for the JD Student

All students are considered for merit-based scholarships (https://
law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/cost/scholarships/) automatically
upon the submission of their application; no additional information

will be necessary during the application process. Separate scholarship
applications may be made available for certain awards during the
application cycle.


mailto:brwall@wm.edu
mailto:brwall@wm.edu
mailto:brwall@wm.edu
https://law.wm.edu/academics/whatabout/leavingschool/visit-away-policy-and-form1_07012022.pdf
https://law.wm.edu/academics/whatabout/leavingschool/visit-away-policy-and-form1_07012022.pdf
https://law.wm.edu/academics/whatabout/leavingschool/visit-away-policy-and-form1_07012022.pdf
https://law.wm.edu/academics/whatabout/leavingschool/visit-away-policy-and-form1_07012022.pdf
mailto:brwall@wm.edu
mailto:brwall@wm.edu
mailto:brwall@wm.edu
https://www.wm.edu/admission/tuition/graduate/#law
https://www.wm.edu/admission/tuition/graduate/#law
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/cost/scholarships/
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/cost/scholarships/
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/cost/scholarships/

26 Juris Doctor (J.D.)

Tuition and Fees for the JD/MA in American Studies
+ Students will pay tuition and fees at the Law School rate for three
years.

+ Students will pay tuition and fees at the Graduate Arts & Sciences
rate for any remaining term needed to complete the M.A. degree.

Financial Assistance for the JD/MA in American Studies

« If eligible, students can be considered for available scholarship funds
at either school.

« If eligible, students can receive up to three years of Law School-
administered aid.

« If students receive Law School scholarship funds or aid, they are
not available during the year students are paying tuition to the other
program.

+ Educational loan applications are processed by the Office of Student
Financial Aid for William & Mary.

Tuition and Fees for the JD/MBA
+ Pay tuition and fees at the Law School rate for two and a half years
(five semesters).
+ Pay tuition and fees at the Business School rate for one and a half
years (three semesters) - typically the first three semesters of MBA
study.

Financial Assistance for the JD/MBA
« If eligible, students can be considered for available scholarship funds
at either school.

If eligible, students can receive up to five semesters of Law School-
administered aid.

If students receive Law School scholarship funds or aid, they are not
available during the three semesters students are paying tuition to
the Business School.

+ Educational loan applications are processed by the Office of Student
Financial Aid for William & Mary.

Tuition and Fees for the JD/MPP
« Pay tuition and fees at the Law School rate for two years (four
semesters).

« Pay tuition and fees at the Public Policy rate for one year (two
semesters) - typically the first two semesters of MPP study.

Financial Assistance for the JD/MPP

« If eligible, students can be considered for available scholarship funds
at either school.

« If eligible, students can receive up to five semesters of Law School-
administered aid.

« If students receive Law School scholarship funds or aid, they are not
available during the two semesters students are paying tuition to
Public Policy.

Educational loan applications are processed by the Office of Student
Financial Aid for William & Mary.

Military Veteran Applicants

William & Mary complies with state (https://www.wm.edu/offices/
veterans/resources/) and federal regulations (https://www.wm.edu/
offices/veterans/resources/) for veterans and military students and
dependents. Additional information regarding domicile status and
support for these individuals may be found on the University Registrar's
website (https://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/).

Residency Eligibility for In-State Tuition for JD Students

Eligibility for in-state tuition at both the undergraduate and graduate
levels at William & Mary is determined by §23-7.4 of the Code of Virginia.
The Code specifies that students must show proof of residency in
Virginia for at least one year immediately preceding the first day of
classes and an intent to remain in Virginia indefinitely. Applicants are
required to submit the Application for Virginia In-State Tuition Privileges
(https://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/student-records/in-state-
residency/) to the University Registrar, regardless of how long they

have lived in Virginia, for assessment of eligibility. More information
about domicile (https://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/student-records/
in-state-residency/) in the state of Virginia is available on the University
Registrar's website. Students who receive in-state tuition after previously
being designated as out-of-state students will have their scholarships
prorated based on the new tuition amounts.

Law School Scholarships

The Law School offers more than 100 merit- and need-based
scholarships. Everyone who applies to the Law School is considered for
merit-based scholarships. Scholarships awarded by the Law School to
admitted applicants are awarded for three consecutive years of study
at the Law School. To retain scholarship eligibility, students are required
to maintain good academic standing (http://law.wm.edu/academics/
whatabout/studentstatus/).

Statement of Good Academic Standing for J.D. Students
+ A student who does not achieve a 2.0 grade point average at the end
of the first semester of legal study will be dismissed permanently for
academic deficiency. The student may not petition for the right to
continue or for reinstatement.

A student who does not achieve a 2.5 grade point average at the
end of the first semester of legal study will be placed on academic
probation.

A student who has not achieved a 2.5 cumulative grade point
average at the end of the first year of legal study will be dismissed
permanently for academic deficiency (whether or not the student
was previously placed on academic probation). The student may not
petition for the right to continue or for reinstatement.

+ To be able to continue in residence at the Law School as a 2L and
3L, a student must maintain a semester and cumulative grade point
average of 2.3. To clarify, the student must maintain a minimum
grade point average of 2.3 for each semester in the second year

and each semester in the third year, as well as a cumulative grade
point average of 2.3 at the conclusion of both the second and third
years of legal study. A student who does not achieve a 2.3 term and
cumulative grade point average in the second and third years will be
placed on academic suspension for the next regular semester (spring
or fall).

GPA shall be truncated at the 100th and rounded to the nearest tenth
and otherwise calculated according to the normal conventions of the
Law School. The Academic Advisory Committee has the authority,

in its discretion, to interpret and implement the eligibility criteria set
forth herein.

To be eligible to apply for Federal Student Loans and to be considered
for a need-based scholarship award, you must file the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/
fafsa) (William & Mary’s Title IV code is 003705).

All scholarships are awarded based on residency of the student at the
time of admission. Therefore, if a student is granted in-state tuition during
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their time at William & Mary Law School, the scholarship will be prorated
to the appropriate percentage of in-state tuition.

Note: William & Mary Law School scholarships cannot exceed the total cost
of tuition, nor can the total of scholarships and loans exceed the total Cost of
Attendance. If students receive military funding or external scholarships that,
combined with the scholarship award, total an excess of the yearly total cost
of attendance as published in admission publications, the scholarship will be
reduced accordingly.

Lemon Legal Scholars Program

William & Mary Law School offers full Lemon Legal Scholars Program
scholarships for distinguished graduates of Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs). William & Mary Law School will award at least
five full scholarships (tuition and fees) to admitted HBCU graduates.
Graduates of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)
(https://sites.ed.gov/whhbcu/one-hundred-and-five-historically-black-
colleges-and-universities/) will automatically be considered for a Lemon
Legal Scholars Scholarship. No other application is required.

For details about upcoming information sessions about this scholarship,
please contact lawadm@wm.edu.

To learn more about the Lemon Project, click here (https://www.wm.edu/
sites/lemonproject/).

Juris Doctor Requirements for Admission

1. Applicants must have received a bachelor’'s degree from an
accredited college or university before enrolling at William & Mary
Law.

2. Applicants must take the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) (http://
www.lsac.org/jd/Isat/about-the-Isat).

3. Applicants must register with the Credential Assembly Service (CAS)
(http://www.lsac.org/jd/applying-to-law-school/cas).

Key Deadlines

Applications for fall enrollment open September 1. The priority deadline
to submit applications is April 1, but applications are accepted until
August 1.

J.D. Application Checklist
1. Law School Application: Applicants should use the LSAC Electronic
Application (https://os.Isac.org/release/startup.aspx?appl=5115A1)
to complete their application.

2. Application Fee of $85 (nonrefundable)

3. Required Essays: 2 pages maximum, double-spaced, 12-point font
required

a. Personal Statement: This personal statement is your opportunity
to provide the Admissions Committee with information you
believe to be relevant to your admission decision. Topics may
include academic interests, significant accomplishments,
and educational achievements, and/or any way in which your
perspective and experience will enrich the William & Mary Law
School community.

b. Why W&M Law Statement: As the nation’s first law school,
William & Mary Law School seeks to enroll a class of talented
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and engaged students committed to advancing our long-standing
tradition of achieving and celebrating academic and professional
excellence in an inclusive environment. We recognize the
challenges of our history and our responsibility to pursue the
realization of justice through the rule of law. This statement is
your opportunity to share how your experiences, perspectives,
values, and future goals align with William & Mary Law School’s
vision and mission.

4. Resume: A resume of no more than two pages, single-sided is
required.

5. Optional Addenda: While optional, the below addenda can be
beneficial in the evaluation of merit-based scholarship aid.

a. LSAT, GPA, and/or Character & Fitness Addenda: Context
around an LSAT score, grade point average, or a more detailed
explanation of a “yes” answer to the Character & Fitness section
is accepted. We ask that students devote an individual page to
each within their application where necessary.

6. Letters of Recommendation: Two (2) letters of recommendation are
required. At least one faculty recommendation is expected, unless
you have been out of school longer than two years. If students have
questions about this expectation, please contact the Admissions
Office. All letters of recommendation must be submitted to CAS.

7. Credential Assembly Service Report: Register for the Credential
Assembly Service (CAS) and request official transcripts from every
undergraduate and graduate school they attended. LSAC advises
applicants to register for CAS and submit all documents at least
six weeks prior to submitting their application to law schools. We
strongly recommend registering for CAS no later than February 1.
Applicants must take their initial LSAT no later than the February test
to have a reportable score to be considered for admission. The CAS
code for William & Mary is 5115.

8. Law School Admission Test: Applicants should take the LSAT no
later than April 2026; subsequent exams may be submitted as
supplemental material in support of their application. William &
Mary Law School conducts a holistic review of every application and
considers the LSAT score in the context of the entire application
(transcripts, personal statements, letters of recommendation,
evidence of leadership, engagement, and other information). If
students feel that one or more of their test scores does not accurately
reflect their ability or potential, please use the Miscellaneous
Addendum attachment to explain this disparity. W&M considers an
LSAT score valid for a period of five years; therefore, the oldest LSAT
score acceptable for the 2026-27 application cycle is June 2021. All
applicants must have a reportable LSAT score on record with LSAC.

9. TOEFL/IELTS For International Applicants: If a student’s first
language is not English and English is not the language of instruction
at their undergraduate institution, they may submit a score from
either the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the
International English Language Testing System (IELTS) in addition to
the LSAT.

10. Virginia Application for In-State Tuition Privileges: Applicants
claiming entitlement to in-state educational privileges must complete
the Virginia Application for In-State Tuition Privileges (https://
law.wm.edu/admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf),
save, and add it as an attachment to the electronic application. If
the admission application has already been electronically submitted,
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applicants applying for Virginia in-state tuition privileges must
complete the form found on the University Registrar's website (http://
www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/forms/) and return it to the Registrar
by email (domicile@wm.edu), mail, or fax.

Note: Applicants who are active duty military personnel or honorably
discharged veterans are eligible for in-state tuition privileges once they
have moved to Virginia. Upon moving here, applicants should submit the
Virginia Application for In-State Tuition Privileges (https://law.wm.edu/
admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf) and their military
orders showing permanent duty station (active duty) or their discharge
papers (veterans) to the Domicile Office at domicile@wm.edu.

Merit-Based Financial Aid

All students are considered for merit-based scholarships (https://
law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/cost/scholarships/) automatically
upon submission of their application; no additional information will

be necessary during the application process. Separate scholarship
applications may be made available for certain awards during the
application cycle.

Need-Based Financial Aid Application

Applicants for need-based scholarships and/or educational loans

must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) https://
www.FAFSA.gov. It is recommended that every applicant complete the
FAFSA form and submit it no later than February 15. Parental information
is not required for graduate students. The FAFSA Title IV code for William
& Mary is 003705.

Note: A Dean’s Certification is not required for first-year applicants.

The successful completion of the J.D. will meet the educational requirements
for licensure in all 50 states and U.S. territories. In addition to a bar
examination, there are character, fitness, and other qualifications for
admission to the bar in every U.S. jurisdiction. Applicants are encouraged to
determine the requirements for any jurisdiction in which they intend to seek
admission by contacting the jurisdiction. Addresses for all relevant agencies
are available through the National Conference of Bar Examiners (https://
www.ncbex.org/).

Costs of the J.D. Degree

Information on the cost of the J.D. Degree, including financial aid
(scholarships) and residency eligibility for in-state tuition, can be found
on the School of Law Costs page.

return to top

JD Combination Degree Programs

We offer combined degree programs with a number of different graduate
programs at W&M. Combined degree programs allow students to
complete two graduate degrees concurrently in less time than would be
required to complete each degree separately.

Combined Degree in Law and Business

A combined degree in which a student may obtain both a Master of
Business Administration and a Juris Doctor (https://law.wm.edu/
academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmba/) degree in four years, instead

of the five years that would be required if each were pursued separately.
Candidates interested in this combined degree program must apply and
gain acceptance to both the Mason School of Business and William &
Mary Law School independently.

Combined Degree in Law and Public Policy

A combined degree in which the student may obtain both a Master

of Public Policy and a Juris Doctor (https://law.wm.edu/academics/
programs/jointdegrees/jdmpp/) degree in four years, instead of the five
years that would be required if each degree were pursued separately.
Candidates interested in this combined degree program must apply to
and gain acceptance by both the W&M Public Policy program and William
& Mary Law School independently. Read more (https://www.wm.edu/as/
publicpolicy/graduate/financialaid/) about the Bolin Fellowship, intended
for underrepresented populations enrolled in the combined MPP/JD
program.

Combined Degree in Law and American Studies

A combined degree in which the student may obtain both a Master of Arts
in American Studies and a Juris Doctor (https://law.wm.edu/academics/
programs/jointdegrees/jdma/) degree in four years, instead of the five
years that would be required if each degree were pursued separately.
Candidates interested in this combined degree program must apply to
and gain acceptance by both the W&M Arts & Sciences program and
William & Mary Law School independently.

Requirements for Admission

Separate admission to each program is required; successful admission
to one program will have no effect on the student’s admission to the
other program. To apply to the law school, combination degree applicants
should follow the same guidelines as first-year J.D. applicants (https://
law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/howtoapply/firstyearjd/).

Candidates who are enrolled initially in the combination degree program
must declare by May 15 their intent to begin the first year of study in
either the Law School or the combination program. Students who are
already enrolled at one school and accept a position at the other school
must submit their intention to enroll in the combination degree program
and the designated semester chosen to enroll in the combination school
to the Assistant Dean for Academic Services (lawreg@wm.edu) and
Associate Dean for Admission (lawadm@wm.edu) at the Law School and
the Director of Admission of the combination program by April 1 of the
year entering the combination degree program.

JD Transfer Applicants

If students are current William & Mary Law LL.M. students or graduates
of the program, please review information available in LL.M. section for
guidelines and requirements.

Requirements for Admission
1. The current law school must be approved by the American Bar
Association or be a member of the American Association of Law
Schools.

2. Students must be in good standing and have successfully completed
26 credit hours at their current law school.

Additional Information
+ Generally, students should rank in the upper third of their class to be
considered for transfer admission.

+ The number of credits transferred from their previous law school to
William & Mary may vary. Transcripts are individually evaluated and


http://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/forms/
http://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/forms/
http://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/forms/
mailto:domicile@wm.edu
mailto:domicile@wm.edu
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf
mailto:domicile@wm.edu
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/cost/scholarships/
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/cost/scholarships/
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/cost/scholarships/
https://www.FAFSA.gov
https://www.FAFSA.gov
https://www.ncbex.org/
https://www.ncbex.org/
https://www.ncbex.org/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmba/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmba/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmba/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmba/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmpp/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmpp/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmpp/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdmpp/
https://www.wm.edu/as/publicpolicy/graduate/financialaid/
https://www.wm.edu/as/publicpolicy/graduate/financialaid/
https://www.wm.edu/as/publicpolicy/graduate/financialaid/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdma/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdma/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdma/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jointdegrees/jdma/
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/howtoapply/firstyearjd/
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/howtoapply/firstyearjd/
https://law.wm.edu/admissions/jdprograms/howtoapply/firstyearjd/
mailto:lawreg@wm.edu
mailto:lawreg@wm.edu
mailto:lawadm@wm.edu
mailto:lawadm@wm.edu

compared to the William & Mary curriculum. Normally, 29 credit hours
is the maximum that will be accepted, and only those credits where
the grade earned is a “C” or better will transfer.

+ Scholarships funded by the Law School are generally not available
to transfer students. Transfer students are urged to explore
scholarships from other sources as well as loans if they need
financial assistance.

* Note: Pursuant to ABA Standards 502(b) and 502(c), current W&M
LL.M. students may request a waiver of the requirement that their
previous law school is approved by the American Bar Association or
be a member of the American Association of Law Schools. If they are
a current W&M LL.M. student interested in applying for admission to
the J.D. program, contact the LL.M. Program Director.

The Transition

We hope to make the transition as easy as possible. Transfer students
are encouraged to participate in Moot Court, Trial Teams, journal
competitions, and other organizations on campus. Getting involved will
make them feel more at home at William & Mary.

Deadlines

We accept applications between May 1 and July 15 for enrollment in
August. All applications must be submitted by July 15 in order to be
reviewed for admission.

Steps for Applying
(1) Complete the Application

Applicants should complete and submit the LSAC Electronic Application
(https://os.Isac.org/release/startup.aspx?appl=5115A4).

(2) Submit the Application Fee

Submit a nonrefundable $50 (U.S. dollars) application fee through a credit
or debit card payment through LSAC.

(3) Submit a Personal Statement

Submit a personal statement including the reason(s) for seeking transfer
to William & Mary Law School.

(4) Submit a Why William & Mary Law Statement

This statement is on applicant’s opportunity to share how their
experiences, perspectives, values and future goals align with W&M Law
School’s Vision and Mission.

(5) Submit Letters of Recommendation or Evaluations

Submit at least two letters of recommendation or evaluations. One
should be from a faculty member of the current law school. The letters
should be sent directly to LSAC to be included in the CAS report.

(6) Submit a Letter of Good Standing

Submit a letter of good standing from the dean of the law school, written
after grades for the last semester have been posted, stating that the
student is in good academic standing and unconditionally eligible to
return.

(7) Send LSAT Report and Academic Transcripts

Students should arrange to have a copy of their LSAT score and all
undergraduate, graduate, and law school transcripts sent to William &
Mary Law School. The Credential Assembly Service (CAS) subscription
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fee is valid for five years and individuals can update their file and request
a new CAS report without re-registering for the CAS service. Transfer
applicants must request updated transcripts with spring semester
grades and, if available, class rank. Official transcripts will be required for
matriculation. The undergraduate transcript must show the degree was
conferred.

(8) Apply for Virginia In-State Tuition Privileges

Applicants claiming entitlement to in-state educational privileges must
complete the Virginia Application for In-State Tuition Privileges (https://
law.wm.edu/admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf),
save, and add it as an attachment to the electronic application. If

the admission application has already been electronically submitted,
applicants applying for Virginia in-state tuition privileges must
complete the form found on the University Registrar's website (http://
www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/forms/) and return it to the Registrar by
email (domicile@wm.edu), mail, or fax.

Applicants who are active duty military personnel or honorably
discharged veterans are eligible for in-state tuition privileges once they
have moved to Virginia. Upon moving here, applicants should submit the
Virginia Application for In-State Tuition Privileges (https://law.wm.edu/
admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf) and their military
orders showing permanent duty station (active duty) or their discharge
papers (veterans) to the Domicile Office at domicile@wm.edu.

Checklist

1. Completed application form;

2. $50 nonrefundable application fee paid by credit or debit card through
LSAC;

3. Personal statements(s) including reasons for seeking transfer;

4, Two letters of recommendation or evaluations (one from a law
professor);

5. Letter of good standing from the law school attended;
6. LSAT score report sent by LSAC;

7. Transcripts of all undergraduate, graduate, and law school
courses with final grades (official transcripts will be required for
matriculation); and

8. Application for Virginia In-State Tuition Privileges if they claim
Virginia domicile for tuition purposes.

In addition to a bar examination, there are character, fitness, and

other qualifications for admission to the bar in every U.S. jurisdiction.
Applicants are encouraged to determine the requirements for any
jurisdiction in which they intend to seek admission by contacting the
jurisdiction. Addresses for all relevant agencies are available through the
National Conference of Bar Examiners (https://www.ncbex.org/).

JD Visiting Applicants

Students already attending other law schools are welcome to apply
to William & Mary Law School as visiting students. A limited number
of students may enroll for credits to be applied toward the degree
requirements of the visiting student’s law school. Non-matriculating
students may not transfer to degree status.
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Deadlines

We accept visiting students’ applications between May 1 and June 15 for
enrollment in August. Students generally receive admission decisions in
July and early August.

Steps for Applying
(1) Complete the Application

Applicants should fill out and submit the LSAC Electronic Application
(https://os.Isac.org/release/startup.aspx?appl=5115A3).

(2) Submit the Application Fee

Submit a $50 (U.S. dollars) nonrefundable application fee by June 15 by
making a credit or debit card payment through LSAC.

(3) Submit a Personal Statement and Optional Essay

Submit a personal statement indicating the reasons for seeking visiting
students status at William & Mary Law School.

(4) Submit Letters of Recommendation or Evaluations

Submit at least two letters of recommendation or evaluations by June
15. One should be from a faculty member of the current law school. The
letters should be sent directly to LSAC to be included in the CAS report.

(5) Submit a Letter of Good Standing and Permission from a Degree-
Granting School

Submit a letter of good standing from the dean of the current law school,
written after grades for the last semester have been posted, stating that
they are eligible to continue their studies for the semester for which

they seek admission. The letter from the dean of the school must also
grant permission for the applicant to attend William & Mary Law School
and must state that credits earned at William & Mary will be applied
toward the candidate’s degree requirements at his or her degree-granting
institution.

(6) Send LSAT Report and Academic Transcripts

Students should make arrangements to have a copy of their LSAT score
and all undergraduate, graduate, and law school transcripts sent to
William & Mary Law School. The Credential Assembly Service (CAS)
subscription fee is valid for five years and individuals can update their file
and request a new CAS report without re-registering for the CAS service.
Visiting student applicants must request updated transcripts with

spring semester grades and, if available, class rank. The undergraduate
transcript must show the degree was conferred.

(7) Apply for Virginia In-State Tuition Privileges

Applicants claiming entitlement to in-state educational privileges must
complete the Virginia Application for In-State Tuition Privileges (https://
law.wm.edu/admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf),
save, and add it as an attachment to the electronic application. If

the admission application has already been electronically submitted,
applicants applying for Virginia in-state tuition privileges must
complete the form found on the University Registrar's website (http://
www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/forms/) and return it to the Registrar by
email (domicile@wm.edu), mail, or fax.

Applicants who are active duty military personnel or honorably
discharged veterans are eligible for in-state tuition privileges once they

have moved to Virginia. Upon moving here, applicants should submit the
Virginia Application for In-State Tuition Privileges (https://law.wm.edu/
admissions/documents/2021_domicile_application.pdf) and their military
orders showing permanent duty station (active duty) or their discharge
papers (veterans) to the Domicile Office at domicile@wm.edu.

Checklist

1. Completed application form;

2. $50 nonrefundable application fee paid by credit or debit card through
LSAC;

3. Personal statement(s) including reasons for seeking visiting student
status;

4. Two letters of recommendation or evaluations (one from a law
professor);

5. Letter of good standing and permission to visit from degree-granting
school;

6. Transcripts of all undergraduate, graduate, and law school courses
with final grades;

7. LSAT score report sent by LSAC; and

8. Application for Virginia In-State Tuition Privileges if they claim
Virginia domicile for tuition purposes.

The following dates are applicable to each individual applicant
type. Dates are subject to change and will be communicated by the
Admissions Office when appropriate.

JD Dates and Deadlines

First-Year J.D. Applicant

+ September 1: First-year J.D. applications become available.

+ February 15: Recommended date by which the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is submitted. It is strongly
recommended that every student complete and submit the FAFSA as
early as possible to avoid processing delays. In order to be eligible for
Federal Student Loans, or need-based aid, one must submit a FAFSA.
W&M does not require parental information to be included on the
FAFSA.

+ Registration for Credential Assembly Service (CAS): LSAC
recommends registering and submitting the supporting documents
at least six weeks before they plan to submit their law school
applications.

+ April 1: Applications should be submitted on or before this date, but
applications are accepted until August 1.

JD Transfer Applicant

+ May 1: William & Mary Law begins accepting transfer applications.

+ July 15: Application deadline and the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) filing deadline.

+ June - August: Decisions will be communicated.
JD Visiting Applicant
+ May 1: William & Mary Law begins accepting transfer applications.

+ June 15: Application deadline and the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) filing deadline.
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+ June - August: Decisions will be communicated.



